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Far-Off Music 


By Maud Frazer Jackson 


WEET the sound of far-off music, 
Softened thunder of the tide, 
Church bells ringing while the sunset 
Flings the gates of glory wide ; 
Laughter of the happy children 
From a field of daisies borne, 
Or a farmer boy’s clear whistle 
Through the frosty air of morn. 


‘ Sweet the sound of far-off music,— 
Voices from the long ago; 
Silent now, yet mem’ry hears them 
While our life and thought we know, | 
But the‘sweetest of all music, 
Brightening this earthly way, 
Is the music of the Homeland 
Wafted to us when we pray. 





aeeewess see © 


Another forward step has been taken at America’s 
Keswick,—the Keswick Bible Center, with Canon 
Howitt as the first of its teachers, January 24-30. 
Can you go? Fuller information on page 5. 


% 
Knowing That We Are Saved 


May we know that we are saved? A Christian 
worker says: “I could not remember the time or the 
place of my conversion, but I knew that I loved God, 


that I loved to pray, that I loved good*things, that my ~ 


soul blushed when I came in contact with evil, and I 
humbly thought therefore, and dared to believe, that 
I had been born again.” One may rejoice if these 
things are true of his experience, but they are not the 
ground of our salvation. They do not furnish the 
certainty or the knowledge of our new birth, our eter- 
nal life. ‘If we should be ‘called upon to die this day, 
and pass into the presence of God, and be asked by 
him what right we had to eternal life, or what reason 
we had to suppose that it was ours, would we be will- 
ing to give_as our reasons: “Lord, thou knowest 
that on earth I loved to pray, I loved good things, my 
soul blushed when I came in contact with evil.” Or 
would those be frail reeds to lean upon when con- 
fronted by our sinful record? There is only one 
ground of salvation, and that is the shed. blood of 
Christ: the fact that he died in my place, and I have 
committed myself to him as my Saviour because of his 
death and resurrection in my behalf. In the presence 
of God and eternity we can safely point to Cuurist, 
and to the fact that we have taken God at his word 


and have trusted Christ to save us. If we have done 
that, we know that we have been born again — because 
God keeps his word. Our experience is not sufficient 
evidence that we are saved. But God’s word is moré 
than_ sufficient, 


Will It All Be Done? 


There are opportunities in this world that we 
shall never have in the next. One of them is the 
opportunity of saving souls. A consecrated mission- 
ary, making a journey to an unreached field, took his 
son with him—a boy of eighteen. Somewhat earlier, 
the boy had chafed at the drudgery and routine of 
school life. But his contact, during this journey, with 
the stark tragedy of heathendom made a profound im- 
pression. His father writes to a friend: “I do thank 
God for what He did for the lad. He saw needs. 
One day he said, ‘Dad, I’d better get home and at work 
in school, if I am ever to do anything here. Do you 
think it will all be done before I can get here?’?” God 
grant that the lad may have his share in bringing souls 
out of death into life in that dark place. What about 
ourselves? Is there anything of which God is saying 
to us, “Will it all.be done before you can get here?” 


=< 
The Comforting Call 


It is a wonderful experience to be sent for by 
the Lord Jesus Christ. A blind beggar named Barti- 
maeus once had the experience. He was only one 
of a great crowd, and the Lord was passing by, and 
the beggar began to cry out for mercy. The people 
around tried to silence him, “but he cried the more 
a great deal, Thou son of David, have mercy on me.” 
Then a wonderful thing happened, “And Jesus stood 
still, and commanded him to be called.” We can im- 
agine how the word ran through the crowd; and then 
they began saying to the beggar, “Be of good comfort, 
rise; he calleth thee.” It did not take the blind beg- 
gar long to answer; he flung ‘his garment from him 
“and came to Jesus.” Would we act as quickly and 
unreservedly if the Lord called us today? If there 
is any unmet need in our life, Christ is calling us. 


we 


One of his last words in the last book of the Bible, 
addressed to the whole world, is, “Let him that is 
athirst come.” It is God’s word to you and me: “Be 
ofgood comfort, rise; he calleth thee.” When we an- 
swer that call, ike Bartimaeus we hear the Lord say- 
ing to us: .“Go thy way; thy faith hath.made thee 
whole.” One thing more; after the beggar’s need had 
been met, immediately he “followed Jesus in the way.” 
It is a comforting, marvelous experience to be called 
of Christ; and we may have the comfort and the 
marvel stay with us, every step of the way for the 
rest of our lives, if we will but “follow Jesus in the 


way.” 
ya 
Unconcealable 


Christ cannot be concealed. Sin may be, for a 
while; but God’s own righteousness is too brilliant to 
be kept from showing. During his earthly ministry 
the Lord Jesus “went into the borders of Tyre and 
Sidon, and entered into an house, and would have no 
man know it: but he could not be hid” (Mark 7:-24). 
When we open the doors of the house of our heart 
to Christ, receiving him not only as Saviour but also 
as Lord that he may dwell and reign within, he cannot 
be hid. The light is too brilliant. He transfigures any 
life thus yielded to him; as the Lord himself “was 
transfigured béfore them” when he took three disciples 
up into a high mountain apart, so the Christian is trans- 
figured before the world when: he dares to “reign in 
life by one, Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:17). There were 
two “unlearned and ignorant men,” many years ago, 
in whose lives the crucified and risen Lord was reign- 
ing; and some of the most brilliant and “religious” 
leaders of their day were amazed at their unanswerable 
testimony and boldness. They saw the unconcealable 
light in these two men, and “they marveled; and they 
took knowledge of them, that they had. been with 
Jesus” (Acts 4:13). When Christ is allowed to make 
himself our life, he also makes himself ours light. 
Then it is he can say to us, “Ye are the light of the 
world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.” If, 
yielded and believing, we say with the apostle, “To me 
to live is Christ,” we may also in reverence and grati- 
tude say, “To me to shine is Christ.” 


Good Will — Human and Divine 


have talked and thought about good will; for that 

was God’s great message to men through the chorus 
of the heavenly host, “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward men.” We do 
not always realize that the angels, in that first Christ- 
mas carol, used a modern business term. 

The industrial meaning of the words “good will’ has 
a deep spiritual significance. They assert the reality 
and great value of intangible assets, of things unseen. 
It is not what the eye can see or the hand touch that 
is most valuable; buildings, equipment, material may 
be worthless, even a liability, if what they produce 
does not meet with public favor. 

“Good will,” a writer says, “may well be termed the 
personality of business. It is . .. founded on the 
power and the will to serve. In the final analysis, it 
is value built up through outstanding service that is 
reflected in many ways.” 

Yet there is a vital difference between man’s good 
will and God’s. Unlike the human balanced relation, 
the divine contact carries both the kindly disposition 
and the service on the same side of the transaction. It 
is not an equation, but an inequality with infinity on 
one side and zero on the other. Man looks upon busi- 
ness good will as his reward for long and painstaking 
labor. It is a condition in his fellow men that he has 
produced, and that enables him to secure financial gain. 
But what the angels proclaimed is an attribute of 
God’s heart that leads him to overflow in loving giving 
in order that we may profit. 

Man’s ways and God’s are unlike in yet another 
respect. One can hardly think of a more perishable 
possession than man’s favor. It depends on the fickle 
whims of the public. Custom and style may change; 
organs give way to pianos, and these to phonographs, 
which in turn may be temporarily set aside because 


|: THE Christmas season that has just passed we 


of radio. Modes of travel transform entire sections 
of our land. Cities rise and fall with industries that 
wax and wane. The attractions of yesterday are for- 
gotten because of the new appeal of today. All this 
is reflected in our values; bonds and stocks go up and 
down as buyers change their minds. 

But God remains unchanged. “From everlasting to 
everlasting, thou art God” (Psa. 90:2). “Underneath 
are the everlasting arms” (Deut. 33:27). “The mercy 
of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon 
them that fear him” (Psa. 103:17). “With everlast- 
ing kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord 
thy Redeemer” (Isa. 54:8). “The Lord hath appeared 
of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love” (Jer. 31:3). “Whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” 
(John 3:16). “Now the God of peace, that brought 
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shep- 
herd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do 
his will, working in you that which is well pleasing in 
his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for 
ever and ever. Amen” (Heb. 13:20, 21). Can any- 
thing be more sure than this? Can there be a greater 
contrast than between man’s fickle favor and God’s 
unchangeable good will? 

And yet, with all its shortcomings, business good 
will wonderfully illustrates God’s lovingkindness, Mat- 
ter-of-fact as industry and commerce hold themselves 
to be, and insistent_as they are upon tangible property, 
they still realize that this elusive thing without sub- 
stance is their greatest possession. As has already 
been said, the best of physical property would be of 
no avail if not supplemented with adequate good will; 
and where there is enough of this, though the entire 
plant should burn the business will survive. An elo- 
quent testimony this, by a materialistic world, to the 
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superiority of the unseen! How can it consistently 
deny the reality of that far greater good will of God 
toward man? 


But this business asset is not only real, it is the 


world’s greatest possession, The most paralyzing loss 
from the world war was not the destruction of cities 
and farms, but of the faith of men in one another. 
Could Europe now establish good will its wounds would 
soon be healed. And in the smaller spheres of life a 
man keeps courage so long as he feels that his fellows 
are kindly disposed toward him. This is the greatest 
asset in the realm of the natural man; how much 
greater is God’s attitude toward us! 


One more likeness: they are both costly. It takes 


years of patient service and prolonged effort to win 
recognition. Careful attention to every detail, and 
scrupulous application, at the cost of pleasure and per- 
haps health, may be needed. Fortunes must be spent 
in advertising. Man’s good will is indéed costly; but 
God’s has cost Him more. The concluding chapters 
in all four Gospels tell the story of its awful cost, a 
price in suffering that none can fathom. “Ye were 
not redeemed with corruptible things as silver and 
gold .. . but with the precious blood of Christ.” 


And here we may well stop. Since the early Chris- 


tian Church laid hold on terms from daily life and 
gave them exalted spiritual value, may not we, rever- 
‘ently and humbly, avail ourselves of the modern busi- 
ness meaning of these two words that stand for such 
tremendous moral values, thereby to understand better 
the unutterable riches proclaimed to us by the angel 
song, “Good will toward men”? 
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Keeping Up with the Times 


The writer is ‘using lots of, books such as your list of 
Books for Christian Workers, both for sale and for free 
distribution. Your Pankhurst book is good—but it 
must be kept up to date at least every six months. A 
quarterly pamphlet up-to-date addition to follow each 
book would be a good idea, or else a more cheaply 
gotten up edition and a new addition every three 
months, would in my estimation do more good. Things 
are transpiring faster and faster every week.—A Cali- 
fornia Reader. 


Even a quarterly pamphlet could not keep up with 


the events of the day, which, as this California reader 
says rightly, are transpiring “faster and faster every 
week.” So The Sunday School Times is published 
every week, and if one would-keep up with the thrill- 
ingly interesting events of this rapid day in which we 
= live, it is almost necessary to read The Sunday School 
Times. Every month Ernest Gordon gives that re- 
markable “Survey’ 
of the whole world, filling two full pages of the Times. 
The discoveries in Bible lands are reported and ex- 
age authoritatively by President Melvin Grove 


of the religious thought and life 


yle, the Times’ Archeological Editor. The fulfill- 


ment of prophecy, unfolding before our eyes in the 
dry bones of Israel as predicted in Ezekiel’s vision, is 
promptly and accurately given in Thomas M. Chal- 
mers’ department “The Jew and the Newspaper,” the 
latest installment of which appeared in last week’s 
issue. And the editorial pages, as well as special ar- 
ticles contributed by the ablest writers, fairly teem 
with live news that supplements, fifty-two times a 
year, the books published by The Sunday School Times 
Company, like that of Christabel Pankhurst, “The 
World’s Unrest: Visions of the Dawn” ($2, postage 
15 cents), 


The list of “Books for Christian Workers” men- 


tioned by the California reader is the catalogue of The 
Sunday School Times Company’s many and various 
publications, and it will be mailed free upon request. 
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Is Nature’s Music Always Minor? 


Is nature’s music ever in the major key, or is it 
always minor? 

A valued contributor to The Sunday School Times 
recently sent a brief article reading as follows: 


NATURE’S MUSIC AND OURS 


One thing that nature cannot give is the hallelujah 
joy note. Only Christ can give joy. Nature’s revela- 
tion of God must be limited by the tragic fact that 
the whole creation is under a curse through sin. Many 
were thrilled by the unexpected way in which this truth 
was brought out at the recent Eliada Bible Conference 
near Asheville, by C. McCoy Franklin, the unique moun- 
taineer President of Crossmore School for mountain boys 
and girls, Mr. Franklin was giving a picture of the only 
Sunday-school he attended in his boyhood days, and 
imitated the birds and animals so perfectly that nature 
lovers said they could not distinguish his notes from 
the original. He gained his first conception of God 
threugh the wonders of nature, the mountains, the 
streams, and the live things. But every sound in nature, 
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he said, is in the minor keyr No birds sing in major 
keys. Christ brought the glad joy note into music. 
For it cannot come into music till it comes into life. 
All the heathen sing in minor keys till they find Christ. 
The fruit of the Spirit of God is joy. As the children 
of nature reveal many true things about the heavenly 
Father who cares for the birds, shall not the children 
of grace reveal new and greater things? Truly he has 
put a new song into our mouth, the unalloyed joy notes 
of praise to God. Let our lives sing it. 


Here is a very remarkable truth, if it is as stated. 
The Sunday School Times has no reason to doubt 
the statement that Nature’s music is always minor, 
but would like to hear from its readers as to whether 
they have first-hand information on this. Meantime 
the Editors have been seeking opinions on the subject 
from those who are qualified to know. In reply te the 
question, Samuel Scoville, Jr., weii known as one of 
the foremost American nature students and writers 
today, writes to the Times: 


My knowledge of music is too limited to know whether 
that statement about all sounds in nature being in the 
minor is correct or not. I should be inclined to 
doubt it. 


Philip E. Howard, Jr., son of the President of The 
Sunday School Times Company, who is a missionary 
of the Belgian Gospel Mission and who was a de- 
voted student of bird life in- this country before going 
to the field, writes: 


Your letter with the question about bird songs brought 
quite a breath of ftesh air into my office as I was work- 
ing at the Mission yesterday afternoon. To tell you the 
truth, it quite pleased me to have such a matter sub- 
mitted to me, and at such long range. There are men 
better able to answer the riddle within your reach, but 
I’m only too glad to give you my opinion on it. 

I have heard or read somewhere that birds sing in the 
minor, but I cannot say where. However, judging from 
my own experiencce, I think the statement is correct. 
My wife agrees with me, and her opinion counts, for 
not only has she quite a respectable acquaintance with 
a goodly number of birds, but her knowledge of music 
is much more accurate than mine. We have even gone 
over some of the bird songs we know and we think of 
none which is in the major. 


Dr. Witmer Stone, Curator of the Academy of Natu- 
ral Sciences, Philadelphia, has heard the statement 
that nature’s music is always: minor, but believes the 
statement is incorrect, although he is unwilling to 
speak dogmatically. 

‘Still other nature students consulted by the Times 
have expressed themselves as unable to pass on the 
—* 

Dr. E. J. Pace, the gifted cartoonist of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, who has made a special study 
of the musical octave in its relation to spiritual truth, 
writes : 


Whether all nature sings in a minor key I cannot say, 
but I do have an opinion regarding the singing of birds. 
I feel very sure that it is a mistake to say that they all 
sing in a minor key, or sing the minor scale. I have 
listened to the mockingbird a great many times in Flor- 
ida, and my impression was that they were singing in 
the most triumphant major strains. 


Have readers of The Sunday School Times further 
light to throw on this interesting question? Actual 
facts of observation or record are desired, rather than 
mere opinions, 

“— 


When We Faced Death 


I was greatly thrilled by your editorial in The Sun- 
day School Times of October 23 concerning the last days 
of the Rev. Charles C. Cook, and entitled “The End of 
the Road.” It called to mind an experience in some re- 
spects similar. 


It was at a Methodist Conference held in the town of 
Brandon, Man., a good many years age. At the Love 
Feast held before the service of Sunday morning, while 
many were giving rich and telling experiences, Mrs. 
Gordon, the wife of one of our older and honored min- 
isters, told of a nearly fatal illness that she had had 
during the previous year. The dectors had decided that 
cnly a serious operation could save her life, and it was 
a question whether it would be life or death. The 
thought caused ‘her'no anxiety. Wher she was laid on 
the table in the operating room, just as the doctor was 
about to administer the chloroform, she said: “Just a 
minute, doctor. I just want to say that if ‘this operation 
is not successful, and I never come out of the sleep into 
which I am about to enter, it will only be another soul 
gone to glory. Now I am ready, doctor.” 


May I add my own testimony? ‘Some years ago 
I was taken with a rather severe ‘illness, The doctor 
was very serious as to my case.’ Friends calling men- 
tioned how ill I appeared; and it dawned upon me that 
perhaps my “Call”? had come. Worry?—nay, not that. I 
was filled with joy in the thought of how soon I would 
see my dear Lord face to face. For many days the joy 
of it so filled my soul that I laughed to myself every 
time I thought of it, and that was often. I felt that if 
anyone could assure me that within a few days I would 
be safely laid away, it would be the very gladdest piece 
of news I had ever heard. It was glory begun. Thus 
does God open the gates, and bid his loved ones look, 
and enter in. 


Mrs. Gordon is already gone over; and I must seen 
follow; these testimonies may bring help and cheer to 
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other souls in the hour which we so falsely call dark.— 
An Alberta Minister. ” 


There is a blessing in the closing phrase of this 
joyous testimony of a trusting child of God. “In the 
hour which we so falsely call dark,” says this minister 
of the Gospel. It would indeed be dark if Christ had 
not ‘gone into the darkness for us and come out of 
it with a light that never ‘can be quenched. Have 
other readers of The Sunday School Times had a per- 
sonal experience in facing death, and in being kept by 
the risen Lord in “the peace of ‘God which passeth all 
understanding”? If you or some loved one or ac- 
quaintance has had this experience of the grace of God, 
will yoti write The Sunday School Times about it, 
that it may be shared, if seems best, with others? 
Countless children of God have been able to say from 
the heart, with David, “Yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil”; 
and it is to the honor and glory of our crucified and 
death-conquering Lord to tell one another of the suffi- 
ciency of His grace. 

yt 


Did Paul Justify Lying ? 


In Romans 3:7 Paul says, “For if the truth of God 
hath more abounded through my lie unto his glory; 


why. yet am I also judged as a sinnerr” 

In the light of this it appears to some that Paul is 
trying to justify a lie. I should like to have your ex- 
position of this verse—A Maryland Reader. : 


Paul is giving the arguments of others and answer- 
ing them. It is like his argument in Romans 6, which 
he introduce§ with the question, “What shall we. say 
then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may 
abound?” That is the argument of some: grace 
abounds more than sin, therefore let us keep on sin- 
ning, and give grace its full opportunity to abound. 
But Paul sweeps that argument: aside in the exclama- 
tion, “God forbid,’ and then goes on to show that 
grace will keep us from sinning. 

So here in the third chapter Paul is asking ques- 
tions and answering them. He has Just said, “Yéa, 
let God be true, but every man a liar.” Man’s unright- 
eousness only throws God’s righteousness into sharper 
relief. God is the only absolute truth in the universe; 
in contrast with the truthfulness of God every man, 
by nature a sinner, is a liar, including Paul. 

Then Paul goes on with the argument of others, 
“But if our unrighteousness commend the righteous- 
ness of God, what shall we say? Is God unrighteous 
who taketh vengeance? (I speak as a man).” 
That is the argument of “the man in the street,” and 
here again Paul answers it with the exclamation, 
“God forbid.” 

Then follows the argument of the other man: “For 
if the truth of God hath more abounded through my 
lie unto his glory; why yet am I also judged as a 
sinner? And not rather, (as we be slanderously re- 
ported, and.as some affirm that we say,) Let us do 
evil, that good may come?” 

By the pronoun “I” Paul identifies himself with the 
whole race of men, and speaks for the moment like 
the natural’ man, taking the sinner’s argument into his 
own lips in order to answer it. The natural man’s ar- 
gument is: my unrighteousness makes God’s right- 
eousness the more glorious by contrast. My untruth- 
ful, lying nature shows the truth of God the more 
abundantly. Then, because my sin and lying throw 
into glorious relief. God’s righteousness and truthful- 
ness, I ought not to be judged as a sinner! And the 
thing for me to do is to keep right on doing evil, that 

good may come by the righteousness and truthfulness 
a God. Paul exposes the sin and folly of such rea- 
soning, in the terse comment and verdict at the end 
of these quotations from sinners: “whose damnation 
for condemnation] is. just.” 





Can: a Christian: be Saved 
from the Desire for Tobacco? 


par Christian. business man, W. Gordon | 
Hill, whose thrilling personal testimony : 
was published in’ 1925 in The -Sunday ‘School ' 
Times as “A Commercial Traveler's Story,” 

has convictions concerning the Christian and . 
tobaccd. He was. a slave to cigarettes, cigars, - 
and. chewing tobacco for many years; He 

lives today in the world of men where ‘these 

things are common, and he has a message for . 
young men and older,— for women and . 
too. © It will gladden the heart of any Christian 

who has longed ‘to be free from the tobacco 

bondage. Mr. Hill's testimony is one. of the 

editorial features for the new year in The 

Sunday School Times. 
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Story-Tell Lib—The Shet-Up Posy 


“The. first story I ever heard her tell”’ 





By the late Annie Trumbull Slosson 














village called her. Her real name, as she often 

told me, ringing out each syllable proudly in her 
shrill sweet voice, was Elizabeth Rowena Marietta 
York. .A stately name, indeed, for the little crippled, 
stunted, helpless creature, and I myself could never 
think of her by any name but the one the village peo- 
ple used, Story-tell Lib. I had heard of her for two 
or three summers in my yisits to Greenhills. The vil- 
lage folk had talked to me-of the little lame girl who 
told such pretty stories out of her own head, “kind 
o’ fables that learnt folks things, and helped ’em with- 
Out bein’ too preachy.” 


But I had no definite idea of what the child was 
until I saw and heard her myself. She was about 
thirteen years of age, and very small and fragile. She 
was lame, and could walk only with the aid of a 
crutch. Indeed, she could but hobble painfully, a few 
steps at a time, with that assistance. Her little white 
face was not an attractive one, her features being 
shatp and pinched, and her eyes faded, dull, and al- 
most expressionless. Only the full, prominent, round- 
ing brow spoke of a mind out of the common. She 
was an orphan, and lived with her aunt, Miss Jane 
ion in an old-fashioned farmhouse on the upper 
roa 


Miss Jane was a good woman, She kept the child 
neatly clothed and comfortably fed, but I do not 
think she lavished many caresses or loving words on 
little Lib. It was not her way, and the girl led a 
lonesome, quiet, unchildlike life. Aunt Jane tried to 
teach her to read and write, but, whether from the 
teacher’s inability to impart knowledge, or from some 
strange lack in the child’s odd brain, Lib never learned 

’ the lesson. She could not read a word, she did not 
even know her alphabet. 


I~cannot explain to myself or to you the one gift 
which gave her her homely village name. She told 
stories. I listened to many of them, and I took down 
from her lips several of these. They are, as you will 
see if you read them, “kind o’ fables,” as the country 
folks said. They were all simple little tales in the 
dialect of the hill country in which she lived. But 
each held some lesson, suggested some truth, which, 
strangely. enough, the child herself did not seem to see; 
at. least, she never admitted that she saw or intended 
any hidden meaning. i 

I often questioned her as to this after we became 
friends. After listening to some tale in which I could 
discern just the lovely truth that would best help 
some troubled soul in her audience, I have questioned 
her as to its meaning. I can see now, in memory, the 
shortsighted, expressionless eyes of faded blue which 
met mine as she said, “Don’t mean anything, — it 
don’t. It’s jest a story. , Stories don’t have to mean 
things; they’re stories, and I tells ’em.” That was 
all she would .say, and the mystery remained. 

What did it mean? Whence came that strange power 
of giving to the people who came to her something 
to help and cheer, both help and cheer hidden in a 
simple little story? Was it, as I like to think, God- 
given, a treasure sent from abové? Or would you 
‘rather think it an inheritance from some ancestor, a 
writer, a teller of tales? Or perhaps you believe in 
the transmigration of souls, and think that the spirit 
of ‘some ZZsop of -old, who spoke in parables, had en- 
tered the frail crippled body of our little Lib, and 
spoke through her pinched pale lips, I leave you your 
theories; I keep my own. 


When Lib Listened 


But one thing which I find I have omitted thus far 
may seem to you to throw a Kittle light on this matter. 
It does not help me much. Lib was a wonderful lis- 
tener, as well as a narrator. Miss Jane sometimes 
took an occasional boarder. Teachers, clergymen, and 
learned professors had from time to time tarried un- 

,der her roof. While these talked to one another 
‘or to some visitor from neighboring hotels, lit- 
tle Lib would sit motionless and silent by the hour. 
One would scarcely call it listening; to listen seems 
too active a verb in this case, The girl’s face wore 
no eager look of interest, the faded, shortsighted eyes 
did not light up with intelligence, nor the features 
quiver with varied emotions. If she received ideas 
from what fell upon her ears, it must have been by a 
sort of unconscious absorption. Shé took it in as the 
earth does the rain or the flower the sunshine. So 
it was with any reading aloud from book or paper. 
She would sit, utterly quiet, while the reader’s voice 
went on, and nothing could draw her away until the 
story was ended. Question her later as to what was 
read or spoken of and you gained no satisfaction. If 
she had any idea of what she had heard, she had 


Tries was what everybody in the little mountain 





Some weeks ago, in response to the suggestion 
of William H. Ridgway, who writes the “Busy 
Men’s Corner” each week in its lesson pages, 
The Sunday School Times promised to reprint 
Mrs. Slosson’s lovely story, “The Shet-Up Posy.” 
The introduction and the story are from her book, 
“Story-Tell Lib” (Charles Scribner’s Sons, New 
York, 60 cents), and the reprint is made by the 
permission of the publishers 








not the power of putting it into words. “I like it. 
I like it lots,” she would say; that was all. 

Throughout the whole summer in which I knew the 
child, the summer which came so quickly, so sadly 
to an end, little Lib sat, on bright fair days, in a low 
wooden chair under the maples in the “front of the 
farmhouse. It had grown to be the custom of her 
many friends, both young and old, to gather there to 
listen to her stories, if she had any to tell. I often 
joined the group of listeners. On many, many days, 
as the season advanced, Lib had no words for us. 
She had always been a fragile, puny little creature, 
and this year she seemed to grow weaker, thinner, and 
more waxen white each day. She had a wonderful 
voice, shrill, far-reaching, but strangely sweet dnd 
clear, with a certain vibrating, reedy, bird-like quality, 
which even yet thrills me as I recall it. 

I am going to tell you one of the little stories, pic- 
tures, fables, parables, allegories—I scarcely know 
what to call them —that I heard Story-tell Lib relate. 
The words are her own, but I cannot give you the 
sweet tones, the quaint manner, the weird, strange per- 
sonality of the little narrator. Let me say here that 
often the little parables seemed meant to cheer and lift 
up Lib’s own trembling soul, shut up in the frail, crip- 
pled body. Meant, I say; perhaps that is not the right 
word, For did she mean anything by these tales, at 


least consciously? Be that as it may, certain of these 


little stories seemed to touch her own case strangely. 

The first one I ever heard the child tell was one of 
those which seemed to hold comfort and cheer for 
herself or for humble little souls like her. It was a 
story of the closed gentian, the title of which she an- 
nounced, as she always did, loudly, and with an amus- 
ing little air of self-satisfaction: 


The Shet-up Posy 


Once there was a posy. ’T wa’n’t a common kind 
o’.-posy, that blows out wide open, so’s everybody 
can see its outsides and its insides too. But ’twas one 
of them posies like what grows down the road, back 
o’ your pa’s sugarhouse, Danny, and don’t come till way 
towards fall, They’re sort o’ blue, but real dark, and 
they look ’s if they was buds ’stead o’ posies, — only 
buds opens out, and these doesn’t. They’re all shet 
up close and tight, and they never, never, never opens. 
Never mind how much sun they get, never mind how 
much rain or how much drouth, whether it’s cold or 
hot, them posies stay shet up tight, kind o’ buddy, and 
not finished and humly. But if you pick ’em open, real 
careful, with a pin, —I’ve done it,— you find they’re 
dreadful pretty inside. 

You couldn’t see a posy that was finished off better, 
soft and nice, with pretty little stripes painted on 
’em, and all the little things like threads in the middle, 
sech as the open posies has, standing up, with little 
knots on their tops, oh, so pretty,—syou never did! 
Makes you think real hard, that does; leastways, 
makes me. What’s they that way for? If they ain’t 
never goin’ to open out, what’s the use o’ havin’ the 


.shet-up part so slicked up and nice, with nobody never 


seein’ it? Folks has different names- for ’em, dumb 
foxgloves, blind genshuns, and all that, but I allers 
call ’em the shet-up posies. 

_ Well, ’twas one o’ that kind o’ posy I was goin’ to 
tell you about. ’Twas one o’ the shet-upest and the 
buddiest of all on ’em, all blacky-blue and straight up 
and down, and shet up fast and tight. Nobody’d ever 
dream ’twas pretty inside. And the funniest thing, it 
didn’t know ’twas so itself! It thought ’twas a mis- 
take somehow, thought it had oughter been a posy, 
and was begun for one, but wa’n’t finished, and ’twas 
terr’ble unhappy. It knew there was pretty posies 
all ’round there, goldenrod and purple daisies and all; 
and their inside was the right side, and they was proud 
of it, and held it open, and showed the pretty lining, 
all soft and nice with the little fuzzy yeller threads 
standin’ up, with little balls on their tip ends. And 
the shet-up posy felt real bad: not mean and hateful 
and begrudgin’, you know, and wantin’ to take away 


the nice part from the other posies, but sorry, and 
kind o’ ’shamed, 

“Oh, deary me!” she says,—I most forgot to say 

twas a girl posy,—“deary me, what a humly, skimpy, 
awk’ard thing I be! I ain’t more’n half made; there 
ain’t no nice, pretty lining inside o’ me, like them 
other posies; and on’y my wrong side shows, and that’s 
jest plain and common. I can’t chirk up folks like 
the goldenrod and daisies does. Nobody won't want 
to pick me and carry me home. I ain’t no good to 
anybody, and I never shall be.” 
_ So she kep’ on, thinkin’ these dreadful sorry think- 
in’s, and most wishin’ she’d never been made at all. 
You know ’t wa’n't jest at fust she felt this way. 
Fust she thought she was a bud, like lots o’ buds all 
’round her, and she lotted on openin’ like they did. 
But when.the days kep’ passin’ by, and all the other 
buds opened out, and showed how pretty they was, 
and she didn’t open, why, then she got terr’ble discour- 
aged; and I don’t wonder a mite. She'd see the dew 
a-layin’ soft and cool on the other posies’ faces, and 
the sun a-shinin’ warm on ’em as they held ’em up, and 
sometimes she’d see a butterfly come down and light 
on ’em real soft, and kind o’ put his head down to ’em, 
’s if he was kissin’ ’em, and she thought ’twould be 
powerful nice to hold her face up to all them p‘easant 
things. But she couldn’t. 


“Afore She’d Got Very Old” 


But one day, afore she’d got very old; ’fore she’d 
dried up or fell off, or anything like that, she see 
somebody comin’ along ker way. *Twas a man, and he 
was lookin’ at all the posies real hard and partic’lar, 
but he wasn’t pickin’ any of ’em. ‘Seems ’s if he was 
lookin’ for somethin’ diff’rent from what he see, and 
the poor little shet-up posy begun to wonder what 
he was arter. Bimeby she braced up, and she asked 
him about it in her shet-up, whisp’rin’ voice. 

And says he, the man says: “I’m a-pickin’ posies. 
That’s what I work at most o’ the time. ’T ain't 


for myself,” he says, “but the one I work for. I’m- 


on’y his help. I run errands and do chores for him, 
and it’s a partic’lar kind o’ posy he’s sent me for to- 
day.” 

~““What for does he want ’em?” says the shet-up 


sy. 

“Why, to set out ‘in his gardin,” the man says. “He's 
got the beautif’lest gardin you never see, and I pick 
posies for ’t.” : 

“Deary me,” thinks she to herself, “I jest wish he'd 
pick me. But I ain’t the kind, I know.” And then 
she says, so soft he can’t hardly hear her, “What sort 
©’ posies is it you’re arter this time?” 

“Well,” says the man, “it’s a dreadful sing’lar order 
I’ve got today. I got to find a posy that’s handsomer 
inside than ’tis outside, one that folks ain’t took no 
notice of here, ’cause ’twas kind o’ humly and queer 
to look at, not knowin’ that inside ’twas as handsome 
as any posy on the airth. Seen any o’ that kind?” says 
the man. 

Well, the shet-up posy was dreadful worked up. 

“Deary dear!’ she says to herself, “now if they'd 
on’y finished me off inside! I’m the right kind out- 
side, humly and queer enough, but there’s nothin’ 
worth lookin’ at inside,—I’m certain sure oO 
that.” 

But she didn’t say this nor anything else out loud, 
and bimeby, when the man had waited, and didn’t get 
any answer, he begun to look at the shet-up. posy more 
partic’lar, to see why she was so mum. 

And all of a suddent he says, the man did, “Looks 
to me ’s if you was somethin’ that kind yourself, 
ain’t ye?” 

“Oh, no, no, no!” whispers the shet-up posy. “I 
wish I was, I wish I was. I’m all right outside, humly 
and awk’ard, queer’s I can be, but I ain’t pretty inside, 
—oh! I most know I ain’t.” 

“I ain’t so sure o’ that myself,” says the man, “but 
I can tell in a jiffy.” 

“Will you have to pick me to pieces?” says the 
shet-up posy. 

“No, ma’am,” says the man; “I’ve got a way 0’ 
tellin’, the one I work for showed me.” 

The shet-up posy never knowed what he done to 
her. I- don’t know myself, but ’twas somethin’ soft 
and pleasant, that didn’t hurt a mite, and then the 
man he says, “Well, well, well!’ That’s all he said, 
but he took her up real gentle, and begun to carry 
her away. 

“Where be ye takin’ me?” says the shet-up posy. 

“Where ye belong,” says the man; “to the gardin 
0’ the one I work for,” he says. 

“IT didn’t know I was nice enough inside,” says the 
shet-up posy, very soft and still. 

“They most gen’ally don’t,” says the man. 
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Heart to Heart 
By Edith F. Norton ° 


Sorrow not, even as others which have no hope 
(1 Thess. 4:13). /s any among you afflicted? 
let him pray (Jas. 5: 13). 


ORROW is universal. It is a dispensation of God 

from which there is no appeal. It entered the 
world with the coming of sin brought about by man’s 
disobedience and rebellion against God. To the Chris- 
tian it becomes, in the hand of God, a beautiful means 
of spiritual growth, a potent means of producing 
“heavenly mindedness,” and separation from the world, 
Thus is proved anew for the Christian the truth of 
Romans 8: 28, “We know that all things work together 
ior good to them that love God.” 

There is no escaping sorrow, for the world is and 
always has been filled with griefs and graves. How 
shali the Christian meet the inevitable and searching 
sorrow that sooner or later will cross his path? He 
must meet it courageously — head up; “My Lord who 
loves me has given me this cup to drink,” he will say 
to himself. “What? shall we receive good at the hand 
of. God, and shall we not receive evil?” (Job 2: 10.) 

He will remember, too, that “no chastening for 
the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous” (Heb. 
12:11); and he remembers the reason for the afflic- 
tion, —that “we might be partakers of his holiness” 
(v. 10); and he recalls what the Psalmist, who had 
run the whole gamut of suffering, had to say about 
the painful experiences through which he had passed, 
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and the resultant grace obtained thereby, — “Before 
I was afflicted I went astray: but now have I kept thy 
word” (Psa. 119:67), adding later on in the same 
Psaim (v. 71) his testimony to the efficiency of the 
chastening, “It is good for me that. I have been af- 
flicted; that I might tearn thy statutes.” 

We know that after the period of the millennium 
the earth and the heavens above us are to be cleansed 
by fire. In no other way could a future universe 
emerge fit for the occupancy of the heavenly Bride- 
groom and his purified bride—the Church. And, 
here and now, our lives have need of the cleansing 
fires of affliction, that the heavy dross of earth be 
burned out and the temple of our body be made fit for 
its complete possession by our Master and Lord. 

We sorrow not as others who have no hope, for 
in the fire, as did the three Hebrew children, we see 
One walking beside us whose form is like unto the 
Son of God. And it is he who has said to us, “Neither 
shall. the flame kindle upon thee.” 

Then, for the Christian, there is the blessed refuge 
of prayer. “Is any among you afflicted? let him pray.” 
There in the holy presence of his Lord, he feels his 
sorrow taken from him almost visibly, and he himself 
folded to that loving breast of his understanding Sav- 
iour, who has tasted the deepest dregs of suffering, 
and who alone can pour in the balm of comfort. He 
feels his tears wiped away, and he rises from his 
knees to go forth himself to “comfort them... by 
| Pee a wherewith we ourselves are comforted of 
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Science and 








The controversy that separates them 


By Alfred T. Schofield, M.D., M.R.C.S. 


Christianity 














In a recent letter to the Editor, Dr. Schofield wrote, ‘‘ The world is becoming theistic, with Christianity under its 


feet.’’ In other words, theism and Christianity are far from being the same. 


This article concludes the study 


begun in last week's issue by the well-known British physician, an abridgment of a notable paper on ‘* Religion 

and Science,’’ read before the Victoria Institute. Another illuminating study by Dr. Schofield entitled, ‘* New 

Light on the Crucifixion,’’ brings out a hidden but unmistakably intended design in the surprising differences (not 

contradictions) in the four Gospel narratives of the crucifixion, and may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company at 35 cents a copy, postage 3 cents. 


F A table turns without a visible cause we exclaim: 
“This is the work of a spirit!” But every atom 


of the table is incessantly revolving with incalcula- - 


ble speed: is not this also the work of a Spirit? 

It is idle to say that motion is as natural as rest; 
this the mind refuses to believe. If a face should 
grow out of clay without any visible moulding hand, 
we should say it grew by spiritual power; and thus in 
the development of an egg Huxley says we appear 
to be in the presence of an unseen modeler, which 
amounts to the same thing. 

The atomic theory (especially in its more recent 
form) doubled the mysteries and wonders of life. 
Any artist could mould a bird out of clay, but where 
is he that could fashion so much as a little finger nail 
cut of dancing molecules? The germ in an egg con- 
tains countless molecules in incessant motion which 
are all alike; and yet if these are subjected to gentle 
heat they all begin to make various structures, which 
will become the organs, bones, beak, and feathers of a 
bird; and every single atom must occupy its right place, 
for every one is needed. If we were to take all the 
letters in Shakespeare’s plays and jumble them to- 
gether, and then shut them into an egg-shell, and were 
to find that by gentle warmth the letters arranged 
themselves into the plays and sonnets, it would be far 
less wonderful than the formation of a chicken. When 
we consider that the atoms in an egg which construct 
all the molecular combinations of a chicken — its veins, 
arteries, bones, muscles—are at first exactly similar 
in proportion and position, we shall experience no sur- 
prise that scientists in their study feel instinctively 
they are in the presence of an unseen and mighty 
force, far beyond all human conception. After this, 
why quibble about miracles? 

The very existence and possibility of science, equally 
with that of the scientist’s mind, postulates God; for 
all scientific researches are based on the hypothesis 
that nature is intelligible, that is, constructed by mind. 
If nature were the result of the caprice of an irra- 
tional being, like the scratches left by a cat on a wall, 
no science would be possible. All science truly so- 
called is a sincere attempt to decipher the hand-writ- 
ing of the Almighty on the universe; but it proceeds 
on the belief that the writing is there, and that de- 
sign is a fact. Design of course may be equally 
shown in constructing anything in a natural product, 
or in inventing a machine to. make what is artificial; 
but in both cases, the article is a product of the mind 
and not of a machine, only in the one case it is pri- 
marily, and in the other, secondarily produced. 

So if all nature is intelligible, and science reveals 

lan and order everywhere, a mind must have produced 
It, great enough to be capable of such work. All this 
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very familiar line of argument is well summed up 
by Herbert Spencer: “The one absolute certainty is 
that we are ever in the presence of an infinite and 
eternal energy from which all things proceed”; but 
= not accepting Christianity, he states is unknow- 
able. 

Science, however, is limited to the investigation of 
phenomena; it is mainly a study of facts; it stops 
short of first causes as before an impenetrable barrier 
which it is not the function of science to remove. 
Many biologists go farther and say that science is 
the study of things that can be known and proved, 
while revelation deals with matters that are unknown 
but are to be believed. This distinction, however, 
on careful investigation will not stand. The language 
of the Bible always is, “We know.” 

Knowledge, however, is of two sorts, — personal 
and hearsay, The verification of any facts must be 
personal, and it is the ease with which this is accom- 
plished in scientific facts that makes its truths readily 

roved. When it asserts that water consists of 

20, it knows that almost anyone can produce it 
by uniting the gases in this proportion. This, then, is 
first-hand knowledge. Curiously enough, there are sci- 
entists who deny that this sort of knowledge can be 
arrived at in religion, for as a matter of fact it can be. 

Hearsay evidence is indeed of less value in revela- 
tion than in science; it is everywhere condemned, and 
no man can be truly said to be a Christian whose re- 
ligious knowledge is wholly hearsay. “We speak that 
we do know, and testify that we have seen” is not the 
language of those who value second-hand evidence. 

I submit also that the possibilities of personal veri- 
fication of the truths of revelation are, in their own 
sphere, as simple and evident as those of science. In 
science the introduction of a certain chemical into 
a fluid can be relied upon to produce a definite change 
in every case; and in religion it is the same. Take 
any man or group of men the world over; introduce 
into the heart the truths of revelation; and certain 
results will ensue, and can he as positively predicted 
as those of any chemica! action. Of course, both sci- 
ence and revelation insist that the experiments must 
be conducted according to fixed conditions. Revela- 
tion, for instance, being a moral force, will not toler- 
ate experiments as experimerits, but only for the moral 
benefits of those involved: 

Capron well points out the close connection of sei- 
ence and religion in the opening words of revelation, 
where the five essential concepts ef science according 
to Herbert Spencer are all brought together in the 
first two verses of Genesis. “In the beginning,” being 
time, “the heavens,” space, “the earth,” matter, “the 
Spirit of God,” force, “moved,” motion. These are 
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the five essential scientiffe concepts: time, space, mat- 
ter, force, motion. 

Sir Oliver Lodge has perhaps gone into the subject 
of religion and science more fully than any other 
scientific writer. 

He states that in their products, religion and sci- 
ence are opposites. “Science cultivates: a» vigorous, 
adult, intelligent, serpent-like wisdom, an active inter- 
ference with the course of nature; religion fosters a 
meek, receptive, child-like, and dove-like attitude and 
resignation to the divine will.” Sir Oliver forgets, 
perhaps, that Christians are also to be “wise as ser- 
pents.” 

In one sense it is true that science and religion have 
no point of logical contact, for the essence of scientific 
knowledge is by discovery, and induction; that of re- 
ligious knowledge is by revelation and deduction. 
Revelation is also occupied almost exclusively with 
much that is unknown to science, and that no re- 
search can ever make plain. 

Another distinction between the.two is that religion 
accepts truth on authority, science on.proof. Authority 
is the béte noir of the scientist; there is nothing he 
dislikes and distrusts more; the most rabid anarchist 
is not more impatient of the slightest authority than 
the meekest scientist. It is only great scientists, that 
is, men who are something more than scientists, who 
can breathe the air of Heaven. The man of science 
who is nothingelse cannot live in the pure religious 
atmosphere; in it he would die of inanition; he re- 
quires what he calls the solid food of fact. In a sim- 
ilar way, the religious man living in the cold dry at- 
mosphere of science could not breathe, and would die 
of asphyxia; he requires faith, As a matter of fact 
(though they may not know it), both require both. 

The standing controversy between Christianity and 
science is not whether the world is made by a great 
first Cause, but whether it is controlled by a living 
Personality accessible to prayer, governed by love, able 
and willing to guide our spirits until they become in 
some sort akin to himself: and there can be no doubt 
that there will be ever those who affirm and those who 
deny this. Mathematical proof is impossible; for none 
can attain to the knowledge of God through the in- 
tellect, but solely through the heart. Cardinal New- 
man among other leaders of thought strongly insisted 
on this. 

In this sense we may say of the Divine, what one 
reads in the temple of Isis at Sais: “I am that which 
is, and which was, and is to come, and my veil has 
no mari ever lifted.” Revelation alone has made known 
to us what is known of the unknowable. 

The substitution of spirit for matter, and even of 
God for ether, although it postulates a Creator, 'is 
only at most a first ‘stepping-stone to Christianity: 
and to very many it is not even this. 

The faith in a Saviour from sin, with its creed of 
the virgin birth, atoning death, and physical resurrec- 
tion, touches science at no single point. 

Hence Christianity proper’ myst be distinguished 
from theism, which comprehends the first part alone 
of the address on Mars Hill. It is only at the end of 
that memorable oration that the great apostle reaches 
the tenets of Christianity proper,—that God “now 
commandeth all men every where te repent: Because 
he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge 
the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath 
ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all 
men, in that he hath raised him from the dead” (Acts 
17: 30, 31). 

‘Sir Oliver Lodge’s recent utterances are as strong 
in denying the fundamentals of Christianity as in 
asserting the creative power of God. 

We thus see that it is not so much religion in its 
pure theism, and even in its general revelation, as 
Christianity itself, that is in conflict with science; and 
let none think that theism and Christianity are iden- 
tical. Theism is at any rate suggested by scientific 
research, but not Christianity. 

Sir Oliver Lodge says that the situation between 
Christianity and science is that, while the belief of 
our fathers was, “As in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive’; and that man fell 
and is now far from his Father’s house, te which he 
is privileged to return at the cost of the life of the 
Son of God; science teaches that man is the one event 
toward which creation moved, the crowning glory of 
organic life, the product of a ceaseless evolution, the 
heir of all the ages, with head erect and brow serene, 
knowing of no fall, requiring no Saviour, and confi- 
dent in himself. 

But science does not teach all this.: There is no 
contradiction nor connection between science and Chris- 
tianity, but we see the impassible gulf. which lies be- 
tween science and Christianity as opposed to the rap- 
prochement and correlation between science and the- 
ism. The whole scheme of philosophy is the advance 
and culture of what the Bible calls “the natural man’; 
while the whole aim of Christianity is to replace him 
with a being, a distinct grade higher in scale, the spir- 
itual man (a true superman), one whose life is no 
longer in time but is “hid with Christ in God”; words 
which, however mystic, certainly point to an origin 
and a destiny superior to that of the natural man. 

While, therefore, we cannot co-ordinate science and 
Christianity, science and religion (apart from the spir- 
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itual doctrifies of Christianity) are correlated, and 
have much in common. It will of course ever be a 
problem to bring into a unity the dualism of physics 
and morals, without destroying the distinct charac- 
ter of either; and some conflict between religion and 
science will ever persist; and yet.there will never be 
disruption, as they are both parts of one whole. 


We may say that religion and science are as the 
Mary and Martha of knowledge, and the contrasts are 
well marked between the two. 

We have busy science exploring the riches of the 
provision for human need and comfort stored in the 
universe; bringing into all our homes the hidden treas- 
ures of the earth; and the results in all the applied 
sciences are brilliant. .There is nothing we use or en- 
joy but has been enriched to us by the deft hand of 
science; our complicated marvels of machinery do all 
but think and speak, they have every power but that 
of life. It is thus that the patience, the self-renuncia- 
tion, the service of what Kipling calls the “Sons of 
kee is rewarded, and enjoyed by the “Sons of 

ary.” 

When we turn to religion, however, we find, as in 
Mary, an ear open to unchanging and eternal truth 
that never varies; and to deductions from it which 
are solid ground. The rock of revelation was be- 
stowed two thousand years ago to give a firm foothold 
to man; and stands unshaken “far down the ages now” 
by the storms of time or the blasts of adverse thought. 

All and more that science: by the hand of Martha 
brings us of material comfort richly to enjoy, the 
words that Mary receives bring to us spiritually; and 
thus the whole man is blessed by the ministrations of 
the two sisters, science and religion. 

But there are still those so deaf that, while they ac- 


-cept all the Martha service, will not hear the word 


from Mary; and there are those so blind that, while 


' they can hear the word of revelation, they cannot ap- 


preciate the service of science. We require both of 
God’s gifts — reason and révelation — along the whole 
of the pathway of life. The two are well expressed 
in their value and unity in  Tennyson’s well-known 
lines : 
Thou wilt not leave us in the dust: 
Thou madest man, he knows not why; 
He thinks he was not made to die; 
And Thou hast made him: Thow art just. 


We have but faith: we cannot know; 
For knowledge is of things we see; 
And yet we trust it comes from Thee, 

A. beam in darkness: let it grow. 


Let knowledge grow from more to more, 
But more of reverence in us dwell; 
That mind and soul, according well, 

May make one music as before. 


Ryne, Iste or WiGHT, ENG. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 


Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Wainut Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: When I was fifteen yeats old, I was 
given a class of eight sweet girls to teach. For six years 
I have taught them and now have twenty on roll. But a 
problem is now facing me which I cannot solve, and turn 
to you for help. 

It seems that for about four winter months when the 
weather is coldest, ‘I have excellent attendance. However? 
just as soon as the weather is at all suitable for driving, it 
is a common occurrence for the entire class to be absent. 
This summer I have visited each of their homes three times, 
without results. The parents (without exception) admit 
that they do not want their girls to miss Sunday-school, but 
the family always goes away on week ends, and they do 
not want to leave the children at home alone. These parents 
do not seem to think they are in any way influencing their 
children to break the Sabbath. When such a thing is even 
hinted, they do not hesitate to tell how much better one 
can worship God in the “great open places” which the Al- 
mighty, created. I still believe the good old Bible w' n 
it says, “Train up a child in the way he should go: and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 

I fear God makes no exceptions. When my girls are older 
they will continue to break the Sabbath, which -will eventu- 
ally lead to their forgetting the Christ who so loved them, 
and who died to save them. Are my six years of teaching 
wasted? 

Will you pray for these girls and their teacher? And do 
you know of anything I cam do to remedy this condition? 
—TEACHER. 


Y DEAR TEACHER: How true to the life 
of our Sunday-schools, in this country, your let- 
ter is! You are not alone, I assure you, in your ex- 
perience, Sunday-school boards and teachers every- 
where are groaning with the burden they are bearing 
and it is becoming harder and harder to get teachers, 
on account of the inability to hold the young to the 
school and therefore to the church. Is it your fault? 
No, no, no! But you must not give up! If you can 
but get them once a year, take that opportunity and 
water it with your tears, and warm it with your 
prayers, and bear them up to the throne of God and 
lead for mercy for them. Pray that God will let his 
ord return to him, freighted with the salvation of 
souls! You are doing missionary work for your Lord 
as truly as those far away, and God will give you 
your reward, as surely as you are faithful, 
Now you want to know. what is the matter? Well 
I know that the motherhood of this land is sowing seed 














The New Bible Center at Keswick 


| Plans for Making America’s Keswick a Center for Restful Bible Study During Most of the Year 
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ND now America’s Kes- 
wick, at~ Keswick Grove, 
N. J., is entering .upon a new 
chapter in its ever-widening 
spiritual ministry. Its growth 
and enlargement in the past five 





With Canon Howitt, of Canada, 
as the first Bible Teacher in the 
series: January 24-30 


But the Keswick Bible Center 
does offer rich teaching in God’s 
Word. Well-known Bible 
teachers are being invited to 
come to Keswick for a week 








years is a compelling tale of 

God’s guidance andenabling. Last summer marked aynew 
step in the holding of five conferences, attended by such 
blessing and numbers that the Council of the Victorious 
Life Testimony have announced six conferences at 
Keswick for. the summer of 1927,—one practically 
every other week. : 

But God plainly seems to be leading Keswick to 
a still larger ministry than that. Many Christian peo- 
ple in the last few years have found Keswick-an ideal 
spot for both physical and spiritual rest and refresh- 
ment at any time during the year. The autumn, win- 
ter, and spring months, while no conferences are be- 
ing held, are unusually enjoyable in the Keswick 
climate and health-giving, pine-filled atmosphere, 
strengthening and invigorating. As more and more 
are coming to use Keswick as a rest home, the natu- 
ral suggestion has come, Why not, from September 
to June, a Bible Center, with capable, Spirit-filled 
teachers spending a week or two at a time and daily 
unfolding the riches of God’s Word to those who 
would welcome this privilege? 

After earnest prayer, the Council believe this to 
be God’s will. They gladly announce the Keswick 
Bible Center. : 

It should be clearly understood that this does not 
mean, in any sense, a Bible School or Institute, The 
Council has no such thought ; there are such schools and 
institutes near by,in Philadelphia and New York, and 
at many other points throughout the land. The Kes- 
wick Bible Center would not attempt to offer what these 
schools so abundantly provide in the way of system- 
atic curriculum and equipment of the Christian worker. 


or more at a time, as their 
plans permit, and during the 
stay of each there will be daily study of the Bible, 
to which all visitors and others who may be at 
Keswick at the time will be welcomed. The attendance 
at these sessions is entirely voluntary, of course; those 
visiting Keswick at the time will be perfectly free to 
attend the daily Bible Hour or not as they prefer. It 
will simply be an informal and delightful way of study- 
ing God’s Word for those who wish this, in a spir- 
itual atmosphere not often found elsewhere, and in a 
country of pine woods, beautiful lakes, and restful 
rambles. 

The rates for room and board at Keswick are un- 
usually low, and there is no enrollment fee for mem- 
bership in these Bible classes, but it is believed that 
the necessary expenses will be met by voluntary offer- 
ings. 

Canon F. H. Howitt of Hamilton, Ont., who was 
one of the notable speakers at England’s Jubilee Kes- 
wick Convention in 1925, and whose Bible studies at 
the Victorious Life Conferences at America’s Kes- 
wick last summer made a profound impression, will 
be the first of the Bible teachers at the Keswick Bible 
Center, from January 24 to 30. This is short notice, 
but doubtless a number will be eager to take advan- 
tage of this rich cpportunity for Bible study while 
coming apart from ordinary duties to be restfully in 
fellowship with the Lord. Other speakers engaged for 
pas Sacer are the Rev. O. R. Palmer and Mr. Max I. 

eich. 

Applications for rooms and for further information 
may be sent to Mr. Addison C. Raws, Secretary, Kes- 
wick Grove, N. J. 


ing the young in the schools. 


se 


that will ruin otir churches and the young, if a re- 
vival does not overtake them. They are asleep, and 
drugged with the pleasures of the flesh, and are not in 
earnest as our mothers were in the past generations. 
The young are not to blame so much for the godless- 
ness of the present time as the parents are, and until 
the latter wake up’ to the fact, we can expect ‘sin to 
increase and the churches and «Sabbath schools to be 
vacant, or nearly so, and the evil one to handle the 
young to their loss and unhappiness. 

I think all workers with the young are finding out 
what a foolish method has been active among us in 
the Sunday-schools, to attempt to hold the young with 
all sorts of entertainments, all kinds of pictures, and 
many theories worked out, with no ‘results in keep- 
The parents are, in 
many places and homes, placing the ‘responsibility 
of the religious education upon the church and 
school, and must sooner or later wake up to the 
fact that, the responsibility primarily is in the home! 
The family altar is needed to fosterethe work of the 
teaching of the Sunday-school, and the teacher should 
be backed by the parents in all her efforts in giving 
the Word of life to the girls and boys. “Everybody 
is doing it” will not keep the young in the path of 
virtue and make men and women to raise another gen- 
eration to keep alive the faith of our fathers. But, my 
dear teacher, do not give up! Be found much in 
prayer for those girls, and see what God will do for 
you amid the discouraging circumstances about you. 
Some seed may be sown that will reach a parent's 
heart, and it will not return to Him void! 


Have you enough teachers—that means one. more © 


beside yourself — who will meet with you and have a 
prayer-meeting reguiarly? You could meet in your 
home or in some private corner somewhere where you 
can pour out your souls to God, and pray a change 
in your experience. God will do it, and through you 
there may come the needed revival. Can you get a 
group of mothers together, and get them to pray a 
change in your midst in the interest of the young? 
Oh, try it, and bless and praise God that you are con- 
cerned for this matter, and do not give up., “We shall 
reap, if we faint not.” 


we 


How a Supervisor Recruits 
Primary Teachers 
And trains them for teaching, too 
By Jennie E. Stewart 


T IS not hard to find young girls who think it 

would be nice to have a little class, but it is not 
always easy to find girls who can be given a class 
offhand without: any training. I know one supérin- 
tendent who provides herself with trained teachers in 
this way. She picked out a woman who has had 
years of experience in teaching Primary children, but 
who has, to use her own expression, “served her day.” 
This woman no longer feels that she has the strength 
to undertake the responsibility of a regular class. She 
is willing, however, to study the latest methods. 

So she was appointed supervisor of teachers. Every 
once in a while the superintendent goes before the 
older girls’ classes and asks for volunteers whoe think 
they would like to learn to teach children. She usually 
gets anywhere from four to seven. 

These girls are provided with a book of brief in- 
struction gotten up by the superintendent and the super- 
visor from the best ideas they have been able to glean 
for new’ teachers. Five of the most important points 
are marked with an “A,” the next five important points 
with a “B,” and so on. The girls are asked to study 
the “A” points thoroughly; then to meet at the home 
of the supervisor the following Saturday evening. 
Those who come are taken through a discussion of 
these points. There is also a discussion of the Sunday- 
school lesson for the next day for those classes de- 
manding substitute or assistant teachers. ; 

On the following day the classes needing substitute 
teachers are given teachers from: this group. The 
others. are allowed to sit in classes with experienced 
teachers and observe their teaching? Those whose have 
classes are observed by the supervisor, their work be- 
ing carefully noted, so that if any criticism is due she 
may give it at the next meeting. Usually the most 
capable girls become fairly good teachers after a few 
weeks of this sort of training; and if they are faith- 
ful, they keep on studying methods until in time they 
become really good teachers. Those who show, by 
the way they neglect to come to training class and 
to study the methods book and lessons, that they 
are not dependable are gradually weeded out before 
they are even tried with a class. 

Of course, teachers will move away and get mar- 
ried and otherwise create vacancies from time to time. 
When the available supply of teachers has been used 
up and all the supplies and assistants in training are 
busy, the superintendent recruits another group. 

In this way the supervisor has months at a time 
when her services are not being demanded. Then 
again she will have a month or two of regular train- 
ing class each week. 


Bouper, Coto. 
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LESSON 3.. JANUARY 16. THE CHRISTIAN’S USE OF THE BIBLE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Deuteronomy 6: 4-9; 2 Timothy 3: 14-17 
Golden Text.—Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.—P%a. 119 : 105 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
HE Gospels reveal quite artlessly, yet all the 
more emphatically for that very reason, that 
our Lord’s mind was saturated with the Old 
Testament. It will be well to set down succinctly 
some of the ways in which the use of the Book is 
predicated of him, 

1. He used it in private. It was to him the vehicle 
by means of which his Father’s will was made known, 
In Matthew 3:17 we have the first recorded mes- 
sage of the Father to the Son: during his earthly life. 
These words are a completion of sentences from the 
Second Psalm and from the forty-second chapter of 
Isaiah. The Father’s voice comes mediated to the 
Son through the language of the Old Testament. 

Jesus used the Book as the vehicle of his own self- 
expression in prayer (Jchn 17:6, 12, 17). In private 
talks with his disciples it is the same (cf. Matt. 26: 
29, 38; John 12:7). In the conflict with the Devil, 
the Lord’s answers, as is well known to us all, are 
drawn from and based upon the Book of Deuteronomy. 

2. He used the Old Testament in his public minis- 
try, in correction of the mistakes of others regarding 
the Sabbath (Matt. 12:3); Corban (Matt. 15:3); 
divorce (Matt. 19:4); resurrection (Matt. 22:29) ; 
circumcision (John 7:22). ‘ sod 

With regard to Christ’s teaching on divorce it is 
important to observe that he quotes from both the first 
and second chapters of Genesis, and cites them as con- 
tinuous history. . 

In controversy he appealed to the same Scriptures 
(see Matt. 22: 42). . 

His teaching was based upon it. The burden of his 
teaching was “the Scripture is fulfilled.” Christ first 
of all used this by way of application (Matt. 5:21; 
Luke 4:21; 7:27); secondly, by way of amplification 
(Matt. 5:21, 22). The law was not belittled or set 
aside, but expounded and amplified. 

3. The Lord Jesus endorsed the Old Testament, as 
to its infallibility (John 5:39; 10:35; Luke 16:17; 
18:31); its authority (Mark 7:9); its historicity. 
Illustrations of the last named are too numerous to 
quote. Consider the following list and find the places 
where they are mentioned in the Gospels: Sodom, 
Tyre and Sidon, Jonah, Solomon, creation and mar- 
riage, the burning bush, Noah, Lot, the brazen serpent, 
Abraham, and Abel. 

Christ endorsed the prophetic accuracy of the Old 
Testament both as to fulfilled and unfulfilled prophecy. 
Here again the instances are too numerous to quote. 
They will amply repay a quiet reading through the 
Gospels with this ‘one object in view to trace out and 
mark for -oneself every such instance given. The 
question that we have to face in view of much mod- 
ern criticism is this: Can Christ’s servant logically 
holdea different estimate of the Old Testament from 
that which his Master held? ; é 

I would suggest to the teacher two lines of in- 
quiry for ratiocination and the stabilization of his own 
faith: (1) Who was Jesus of Nazareth? What are 
his credentials? (2) Have any facts emerged which 
ought to invalidate the estimate that he obviously had 
formed of the Old Testament? ] d 

It need scarcely be added that the foregoing brief 
résumé of a very big question is not intended for the 
class but for the teacher to use in settling his own 
position in this great°matter. If we would teach ef- 
fectively we must be stre of our own ground. It is 
hopeless for us*to go to our classes Sunday by Sun- 
day if we carry. with us the incubus of doubt and un- 
settlement about that which must be the very basis of. 
our teaching. ‘ 
Verse by Verse : 

Deuteronomy -6: 4, 5.—Hear, O Israel: .. . thow 
shalt love. Note the threefold repetition of .this. 
phrase: (5:1) has reference to learning; (6:4). has 
reference to loving; (9:1) has reference to leaning’ 
upen God. The Hebrew word translated “hear” is 
sh’ma. This phrase is called the great sh’ma. In the’ 
Hebrew Bible the last letter of the word for “hear”: 
and the last letter of the word for “one” are written: 
with extra large letters — majuscular is the technical: 
term for them. These two letters which may be rep- 
resented in English by the letters “e”’ and “d” spell 
the Hebrew word for witness. This was a rabbinic 
device to emphasize the first and great commandment 
of the law (Matt. 22:38). Rabbi Bochin thus com- 
ments: “It is possible to confess one God with the 
mouth, though the heart is far from him.” So these 
letters are a reminder “that every one may know when 
he professes the unity of God that his heart ought to 


Devotional Reading: Psalm rr9 : 9-16. 
Additional Material for Teachers: Psalm 19: 7-14; Luke 24: 44-47; 
John ce 39440. 
Pnmary Topic: The Best Book in the World. 
Lesson Material: Deuteronomy 6: 4-9; 2 Tim. 3: 14-17. 
Memory Verse: Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that 
I might not sin against thee.—Psa. 119: 11. 
Junior Topic : Studying Our Marching Orders. 
Lesson Material; Deuteronomy 6: 4-9; 2 ‘Fimothy 3: 14-17. 
Memory Verse: 2 Timothy 2: ts. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: How to Read and Study the Bible. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: How to Get Help from the 


ible. 











Deut. 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one 
Lord: 

5 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. 

6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall 
be in thine heart: 

7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, 
and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, 
and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest 
down, and when thou risest up. 

8 And thou shalt Lind them for a sign upon thine hand, 
and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. 

9 And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, 
and on thy gates. 


2 Tim. 3:14 But continue thou in the things which thou 
hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom 
thou hast learned them; 

15 And that from a child thow hast known the holy 
scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
structien in righteousness: 

17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly fur- 
nished unto all good works. 


In view of the regrettable rendering of 2 Timothy 
3:16 given in the Revised Version, which competent 
Bible scholars believe is a mistranslation, the Author- 
ized Version is used here this week. The matter is 
discussed in Mr, Howden’s article. 








be engaged, and free from» every other thought, be- 
cause God is a witness and knows all things” (ef. 1 
Sam. 16:7). 

Note the two statements contained in this one com- 
mand: That Jehovah is the one absolute God, that 
he requires the love of his people, 

Jehovah our God is one Jehovah (cf. 2 Sam. 7:22). 
Jehovah is the one absolute self-existent being, He 
exists independently of man’s thoughts or ideas about 
him. He is not a God according to man’s notions, 
like Baal or Jupiter. He is Jehovah, the self-revealed 
God (cf. Psa. 78:5). Thow shalt love. “Love is 
the fulfilling of the law’ (Rom. 13:10). The keep- 
ing of the whole law is implicit in the obedience to 
this first command. 

The heart in Bible psychology always refers to the 


intellect and sometimes to the will also. It never means: 


the emotions as with us. The soul here is used in 
reference to the feelings. Sometimes the word “soul” 
is used in a larger sense, as in Genesis 2. There it 
means the unifying center of consciousness. It is a 
mysterious faculty by which all our sense perceptions 
are unified. In view of the development of mod- 
ern surgery we may fairly say that it does not exist in 
the brain at all,—this unifying center of conscious- 
ness is supermaterial. It is this meaning that best 
fits the Bible use of the term “soul.” Sometimes, how- 
ever, the word simply refers to the emotions, as here. 

Might here is a synonym for will. 

Thus the three faculties into which modern psy- 
chology’ divides the activities of. man’s: consciousness 
are brought. into: view here: We may observe that in 
Luke 10: 27 the Lerd Jesus. quoted the commandment : 
“Thou shalt love the.Lord thy God with all thy heart, 


and with all thy: soul, and with all thy strength, and- 


with all thy mind.” In this case the word “heart” stands 


for the totality of man’s nature. When “heart” began. 


to have that usage attached to it, the word “mind” had 
to be brought in to take the place that “heart” had for- 


merly occupied. Luke ‘marks the. meaning of the 


terms in the sentence by using a different preposition 


‘before “heart” to that used to govern the other three 


words. 

Faith means the outgoing of the whole personality 
to God. In this view of it, saving faith is synonymous 
with love. Alike in the Old Testament and in the 
New love to God is closely correlated with love to 
man. “For he that loveth not his brother whom he 





These lessons are taught over the radio, Tues- 
day evenings, the Editor of the Times 
see page 11) 











hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not 
seen?” (1 John 4:20.) Faith engages the three fac- 
ulties of the soul: in thought — giving credence to 
Ged’s Word; in feeling —having confidence in his 
promises; and in will— giving obedience to his com- 
mands. 

Verse 6.—These words. God’s self-revelation and 
commands come to us necessarily enshrined in words. 
People quibble at the idea of verbal inspiration. But 
really you cannot think any thought nor visualize any 
concept without the use of words. Words were orig- 
inally pictures, as they are in Chinese today. But. the 
pictures have to be explained and translated. Alpha- 
betic writing is simply a convenient kind of shorthand 
that does away with the old cumbersomeness of rep- 
resenting ideas by pictures. In teaching little children, 
pictures have their place and use. But there is a grave 
danger. among many of God’s people today of return- 
ing to the picture method of teaching, as they say, 
and thus helping the prevailing growth of sacerdotal- 
ism and superstition. We need to be on our guard, 
lest in this matter we return to “weak and beggarly 
elements” (Gal. 4:9). “hy 

Thy heart, i. e., mind with its associated powers ‘of 
memory, meditation, and reason. 

Verse 7.—Teach them. Notice how constantly 
through the Bible runs the Lord’s care for the chil- 
dren. Let us for our encouragement recall of how 
great dignity is our Sunday-school work. Talk of 
them (ci. Ephy 4: 29). 

Verse 8.—A sign upon thine hand, This and all the 
following phrases are to be understood figuratively. 
The “hands” stand for man’s doings. All his ac- 
tions and activities are to be marked by conformity to 
the will of God. The “eyes” are a synonym for the 
thoughts (cf. Matt. 6:22). 

Verse 9.—Similarly the door of the house repre- 
sents a man’s private life, and the posts of the gates 
his public fe. All is to bear the impress of the divine. 

We shall_remember how unspiritual men had liter- 
alized and debased these commands. For a mind suf- 
fused with the Word of God there came to be sub- 
stituted a little box tied in front of the forehead. In 
thi box was written out a sentence from the law, 
frequently Deuteronomy 6:4. See what our Lord 
said about this (Matt. 23:5). The significance of 
the whole enactment lay in the ideal that the whole 
life should be marked by obedience to the will of God. 
Recall the very widespread custom of bearing marks 
on the body to indicate loyalty to some heathen deity. 
The caste marks in India, the tattooing practiced by 
many savage tribes, and other self-mutilations are all 
examples of this (cf. the mark of the Beast in Rev. 
13:16). The Jews also had a mark appointed by Je- 
hovah himself, the mark of circumeision, But this 
was private and secret. The only visible mark was 
to be the life lived in accordance with God’s Word. 


2 Timothy 3: 14.—Assured of, i. e., convinced of. © 

Verse 15.—The ‘sacred writings. For - Timothy 
these would be chiefly the Old Testament. : To these 
would be added graduaily the memoirs of the Lord 
(the Gospels) and the letters from the apostles (the 
Epistles). The Authorized Version gives “holy Scrip- 
tures.” Though this has been objected to as being too 
technical a phrase, yet it is to be preferred to the 
translation offered by the revisers. - Sacred. writings 
might mean the Vedas or the Confucian classics: or 
the Koran. But Paul meant the Bible. We maybe 
quite sure that that was what Timothy and every other 
first century reader would have understood: 


Make thee wise unto salvation. The Scriptures do 
this because they, and they alone, reveal the Lord 
Jesus. We cannot find out anything about him ex- 
cept through the Book. Jn Christ Jesus, t.:e.; the faith 
that reaches out to and rests in the Lord Jesus. Dr. 
Robertson in his monumental “A Grammar*of the 
Greek New Testament in the Light of Historical Re- 
search” (may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Co., $8.50, net)- points out that the Greek prepositions 
translated in and into were originally the same. He 
compares it to our English phrase “jump in the river’ 
which really means “jump into the river.” Faith is 
sometimes regarded as reaching out to God, as in 
Charles Wesley’s hymn, “Father, I stretch my hands 
to = Sometimes it is regarded as quietly resting 
in : 

Faith, whether reaching forth to or resting in God, 
is that attitude of the personality that we have al- 
ready discussed under Deuteronomy 6. 

Verse 16.—The Revised Version translation of this 
passage, “Every scripture inspired of God is also profit- 
able for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction which is in righteousness,” seems to distin- 
guish between Scripture which is inspired of God and 




















Lesson for January 16 
Deuteronomy 6: 4-9; 2 Timothy 3 : 14-17 


that which is not. Grammatically, it is. possible’ to 
take the sentence either as in the Revised or as in 
the’ Authorized Version.- Alford in his Greek New 
Testament decides for the Revised Version, though 
it admits that it is harsh. We may observe that there 
are’ eight examples of similar forms of the verb “to 
be” in the New Testament, and in not one of them 
have the learned revisers followed the line taken in 
translating this passage (cf. Rom. 7:12; 1 Cor. 11: 
30; Sop 10:10; 1 Tim. 1:15; 2:3; 4:4, 8; Heb. 
4:13). 

Note that four out of the eight examples come from 
Paul’s first letter to Timothy. In all these four, es- 
pecially, the form of translation offered here would 
just make nonsense. We may, therefore, reasonably 
adhere to the older version and read, “All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness.” Note the four terms: “doctrine,” 
“reproof,” “correction,” “instruction.” Their relation- 
ship may be exhibited thus: doctrine, positive; reproof, 
negative; correction, positive; instruction, positive. 
Golden Topics 

Three ways of reading the Bible: 

1. Theologically, for instruction-in doctrine. This 
method, though very necessary, has its own danger, 
that of tending to pride. 


2. Devotionally,. for. the enrichment of our. prayer 
life and instruction in worship. There is a danger 
lést: this may evaporate into mere emotionalism. 

3. Spiritually, in order to learn to form and regu- 
late our conduct. 

The wise disciple will seek to employ all three 
methods, 


The Practical Aim 


We want to get our pupils to learn to use and love 
their Bibles.: Knowledge is of value in proportion as 
it is definite. A great many Christians, and even some 
Christian workers, have a vague inchoate knowledge 
of the Book, They remember some passage that has 
appealed to them, But often they cannot find where 
it is, nor do they know anything of the context in 
which it occurs. 

In this connection, may I put in a plea that all our 
Sunday-schools should introduce the method of Bible 
learning known as the Berean Band? The members 
of this Band learn one verse every week with the ref- 
erence. A-very simple method, but one fraught with 
much blessing, as experience has proved. The Band 
is international. Its British President this year is Dr. 
-F. B. Meyer; the American President, the Rev. John 
C. Page; the French President, Dr. Saillens. Why 
not start a branch in your Sunday-school? (Apply to 
the Moody Bible Institute, 153 Institute Place, Chi- 
cago, or 12 Baldwyn Gardens, Acton, London, W3, 
Eng., for full information.) Help your pupils to 
find their own way about the Book. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are*written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs.. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions -to different mem- 
bers of your ‘class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT do the Scriptures principally teach? 


2. What doés Paul say of the origin of all Scripture? 


3. In what respects do the two selected lesson passages 
suggest the same uses for the Bible? 


4. What important first attitude toward the Bible is here 
suggested? 


5. What two additional uses are suggested in Joshua 1 : 8? 


6. What do we learn with regard to children from the two 
Passages to be studied this week? 


7-.What Psalm constitutes a commentary on the use and 
value of. the Bible? 


8 How did Moses and Paul regard the Bible? 


9. What may we learn from. Jesus’ words as to the value 
and use of the Old Testament Scriptures? ‘ 


10. What may we learn from Jesus’ own use of his own 
Bible? 


11. In what two ways did Christ use the Scriptures? 
12. What one verse gives us God’s estimation of the value 
of the books of the law? - 


13. What substitute is there for a knowledge of the Bible 
if one would know God? 


14. How often should a Christian read his Bible? 
15. What is the best time of day to read the Bible? 


16. What is the best first thing to do upon opening the 
Book? 


17. What recourse have we, if we do not understand the 
Scriptures as we read? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform. Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Streét, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. January 2.—The Christian a Follower of Jesus 
Mark 1 : 16-20; 2: 13-17; 1 John 2:6 
2. January 9.—The Standard of Christian Living 
Luke 6 : 27-38 
3. January 16.—The Christian’s Use of the Bible 
Deuteronomy 6 : 4-9; 2 Timothy 3 : 14-17 
4. January 23.—Prayer in the Christian Life 
Mark 1 : 35; 14 : 32-36; Matthew 6 : 9-13 
5. January 30—The Christian Overcoming Temptation 
Luke 4: 1-13; 1 Corinthians 10: 12, 13 
6. February 6—The Practice of Christian Stewardship 
‘ Matthew 25 : 14-30 
7. February 13—Making Our Homes Christian 
Ephesians 5 : 25 to6:4 
8. February 20.—Serving In and Through the Church 
Matthew 5: 13-16; Acts 2 : 42-47 
9. February 27—Making the Community Christian 
(Temperance Lesson.) ...sececeeeeees Galatians 5 : 13-25 








The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Heart Stuff.—These words ... shall be upon thy 
heart (Deut. 6:6). We all know folks who have a 
great store of “these words” in head and on lips, but 
the “words” do not do anything to speak of nor take 
the word carrier very far. There is no use rubbing the 
nose and face with the baking powder for indigestion 
or sore mouth, the bicarbonate of soda has to get be- 
low the neck to make you comfortable. It is the same 
way with these wonderful words of God. If taken 
according* to directions they cure all the ills of this 
old world — but you have to get them below the neck, 
Down in the heart where they can enter into the very 
life blood, as it were, and reach to the remotest part 
of our being. “Thy word have I hid in mine Keart, 
that I might not sin against thee,’? as the Psalmist 
says. When the heart pumps the Eighth Command- 
ment to the finger tips, the hand does not steal. When 
the Ninth Commandment goes pulsing to the mouth, 
the tongue does not bear false witriess. I used to look 
at certain folks I knew with admiring wonder as they 
would quote Scripture by the yard. I was not a Chris- 
tian, and I thought how “good” they must be to know 
so much of the Holy Writ. I have found out very 
differently since in some of the cases. You can com- 


mit to memory all the promises of God from Genesis: 


to Revelation and back again and it will avail nothing 
to influence the life here or secure that life which is 
to come — unless, mark you, unless these words of 
life are put into your fountain. of life, which is the 
very heart of you. That is to say, God’s words are a 
live and living religion— and .God help us when they 
get to be a mere formalism (2 Tim. 3:5, 7). 


Being “Dead Sure.”"—Abide thou in the things 
which thou hast learned and hast been assured of (2 
Tim. 3:14). Hang on to the things you know. “I 
know that my Redeemer liveth,” for example, which 
was the secret of Job in spite of his windy comforters 
(Job 19:25). So few people really know. Lots of 
guessers, good, near-good, and bad guessers, but few 
indeed are the folks who really and truly know. How 
many lawyers are there who really know the law? 
They are all swamped with business. How many busi- 
ness men really know business? Five-figure positions 
go begging. Advertise for a clerk and the replies are 
legion. Advertise for a skilled high grade mechanic 
and none appear. J am right now sitting in the waiting 
room of one of Philadelphia’s most skillful doctors. I 
have been coming day after day, and have remained 
pretty much all day under the doctor’s treatment and 
observation. His office is always packed full from 
morning until night, Why? He knows. Is in love 
with his job. Has been practicing for thirty-five 
years. No man can do good work in church and 
Sunday-school and attract folks as Dr. Head, my good 
practitioner does patients, unless he knows God. Why 
should anyone waste the time going to a Bible class 
to discuss things that relate to man’s spiritual life 
when the teacher does not know the God whose mani- 
festations on the daily life the class is met to consider? 
Paul knew _ what he was talking about when he was 
advising his beloved “son” Timothy. The trouble 
with so many teachers, professional and lay, is rd 
are not sure. Or as the text puts it, they are not abid- 
ing in the things they have been “assured of.” Davy 
Crocket, or one of those old pioneers, used to say, “Be 
sure you're right, then go ahead.” e schools of 
learning are proving a curse to their student body by 
sending them out doubters and hesitaters instead of 
deciders and go-aheaders. Can this. be one of the 
reasons why so few doubters make good? The “strong” 
man is always the “sure” man. 


The Inspired Man.—That the man of God may be 
complete, furnished completely unto every good. work 
(v. 17). We often read: “The father gave the bride 
a home completely furnished.” What must a dad put 
in the house to make it “complete”? Go ahead now, 
beginning in the cellar and coming up into the kitchen 
and thence to the living room, dining room, and on 
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upstairs. Don’t all talk at once. What “furniture” 
dees a man need to be “furnished completely unto 
every good work’? Just exactly the same things that 
make a good and complete home, There must be 
beth the heater -and the refrigerator. A cold man 
(or woman) is just as uncomfortable as a cold house. 
And a lukewarm man (or woman), one of these “yes, 
yes, yes, sirs’” —oh, well, he is not good for anything 
(Rev. 3:16). You can go right on with this “furnish- 
ing” analogy. Oh, yes, in these days there must be 
the radio set to get the intelligence and music from 
the air. I also notice that the new houses built in 
rows in the outskirts of our cities all have a basement 
room provided for “Lizzie” or some cousin. It is 
thus the folks in the home are put in healthy touch 
with this beautiful land in which God has placed us. 
It is with “Lizzie” or some one of her family that 
the folks go picnicking Saturdays to the mountains 
or seashore, or to where DuPont and other open- 
hearted men throw open their beautiful gardens, or 
to where our history talks to us at Valley Forge and 
Gettysburg, or up the river, or down the bay. And 
thus, and more, for the complete man, for does God 
not give us all things richly to enjoy? (1 Tim, 6: 17.) 
I wonder if you are getting me? It is only the com- 
plete man who can be in full touch with the Godlike 
things all about us. That is to say, it is only the man 
attuned to Heaven with heart and eye and ear who is 
furnished completely unto every good work. 
CoaATESVILLE, Pa. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF ORGANIZATION.—Train the 
pupil to build into a consistent whole the elements 
that constitute the unity of his thought. 











T IS better to go to God’s Word for the factors that 

constitute the proper use of that Word than to en- 
deavor to analyze out of our own thought of the proper 
use of the Word the elements that we may find in the 
idea, even though they should be verified by the Word 
itself ; for the reason that the former method is hon- 
oring God’s Word and recognizing it for what it 
claims to be. If we are to attempt to discover these 
suggestions in the Bible, therefore, we may not limit 
ourselves to the portions selected especially in the les- 
son. In both selections we have the emphasis upon 
learning and teaching the Word of God, and we can 
be confident that Christians should not only bury the 
Scriptures in their own hearts but see to it that they 
are taught to others, ‘especially to the young. 

Back of this, however, lies the necessity of believing 
that “God spake all these words” and that “All scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God.” This belief will 
impel us to study or “meditate” upon the word as com- 
manded in Joshua 1:8 and commended in the First 
Psalm and elsewhere. It will cause us to heed the Lord’s 
command to “search the scriptures” and not to rest 
content until in them we have found the testimony to 
himself. But this study or meditation or searching 
only bears its expected and legitimate fruit when we 
“observe to do according to all that is written therein.” 

Summarizing and attempting logically to organize 
these suggested uses of the Bible, we may say that at 
least we are to believe, to study, to learn, to do, and to 
teach the Book which is the Word of God. Let the 
class discover for itself in the lesson or elsewhere in 
the Pible suggestions for its proper use, and see to 
what extent they may be organized under these heads. 

HuntTinopon, Pa. 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet cuptining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that g 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
INustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson: text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 
IMustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, h some on the Golden Text are 
needed. 


An Atheist Challenged.—Thy word is a lamp unto 
my feet, and light unto my path (Golden Text). An 
athetst sent a young man a parcel of infidel literature, 
advising him’to read it in preference to the Bible. 
His reply was excellent. He wrote: “Dear Sir: If 
you have anything better than the Sermon on the 
Mount;- the’ parable of the Prodigal Son, or that of 
the Good Samaritan, or if you have any code of morals 
better than the Ten Commandments, or anything more 
consoling and beautiful than the Twenty-third Psalm, 
or, on the whole, anything that will throw more light 
on the future and reveal to me a Father more merci- 
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ful and kind than the New Testament, — 
send it along.”—Sent by J. E. Williamson, 
Egremont, Cumberland, Eng. 


The Lamp in the Woods.—Thy word 
is a lamp unto my feet, and light unto 
my path (Golden ‘fext). No path is too 
dark. During the war a lady went far 
into the country (Burgenland), to get 
some food, which was very scarce then. 
With difficulty she collected a basket of 
eggs, but missed her train home. The 
only possibility for her to get back that 
night was by crossing a dense wood on 
foot. It was getting dark, but she knew 
she was needed at home, so she started. 
When she got to the border of the wood, 
she lost courage; she could never get 
through safely with her basket of eggs! 
Suddenly the words came to her: “Fear 
thou not; for I am with thee.” She fell 
on her knees and prayed earnestly that 
these words might prove true to her now; 
then she plunged into the darkness, and 
says she had a most wonderful experience. 
Never by day had her feet trod that path 
so safely; it was as if a secret hand was 
leading her, step by step, the right way, 
without once stumbling. Safe at home, 
she thanked Him, whose words are ever 
a lamp unto our feet, and light unto our 
path.—From an experience of a Christian 
friend. Sent by Mary Schallgruber, 
Buckerlberg, Graz, Austria. Prize illus- 
tration. y 


Earthly Crossroads.—The holy scrip- 
tures, which are able to make thee wise 
(2 Tim. 3:15). A certain city had pro- 
cured iron plates to bridge the gutters be- 
tween street and sidewalk at its cross- 
ings and these plates bore the names of 
the streets. The plates were thin and 
broke easily. Not wishing to waste any 
more money, the authorities replaced 
broken plates with any whole ones in 
stock. ‘See here,’ said a bewildered 
stranger one day. “This street is marked 
‘Walnut’ on one side and ‘Elmwood’ on 
the other, which is it?” “It doesn’t hap- 
pen to be either of them,” laughed the 
citizen who was interrogated, explaining 
the situation. “The names of the streets 
are printed plainly on the posts at the 
corners. You'll see them if you look up.” 
“Sort of a moral lesson, eh?” said the 
quaint old stranger, scrutinizing the signs. 
“There seem to be a g many crossroads 
down below that have divided opinions 
about them. If you want any real in- 
struction as to which way to take, you 
have to get it higher up.”—From._ For- 
ward. Sent by Mary L. Wilson, Mays- 
ville, Ky. 


Launch Out!—All scripture .. . is 
profitable (v. 16). The sea of God’s 
Word is not like Gennesaret, twelve 
miles by six, but boundless; and in any 
one direction you can sail on forever. 
Why then confine yourself to a short 
Psaim, or to a few verses of an Epistle? 
The largest fish are not near the shore. 
Hoist all sails to the winds of Heaven. 
Take hold of both oars and pull away. 
Be like some of the whalers who go off 
New Bedford or Portsmouth to be gone 
for two or three years. Yea, calculate 
on a lifetime voyage. Sail away, O ye 
mariners, for eternity. Launch out into 
the deep.—From Talmage’s Sermons. Sent 
by William S. Bowden, New Albany, Ind. 

Poisoning a Parish.—I/s profitable for 
... reproof, for correction (v. 16). A 
little girl, being asked by a priest to at- 
tend religious instruction, refused, say- 
ing it was against her father’s wishes. 
The priest said she should obey him, not 
her father. “Oh, sir, we are taught in 
the Bible, ‘Honor thy father and thy 
mother.” ” “You have no business to 
read the Bible,” said the priest. “But, 
sir, our Saviour said, ‘Search the scrip- 
tures.” “That was said to Jews, and 
not to children. You don’t understand 
it,’ said the priest in reply. “But Paul 
said to Timothy, ‘From a child thou hast 
known the holy scriptures.’” Said the 
priest, “Timothy was being trained to be 
a bishop and he was taught by the Church 
authorities.” “No, sir,” said the child, 
“he was taught by his mother and his 
grandmother.” The priest turned away, 
saving she “knew enough of the Bible to 
poison a parish.”—From Christ Life. Sent 
by M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 

The Stutterer’s Secret.—Throughly 
furnished unto, all good works (v. 17). 
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in Deuteronomy, or the Word in 2 Tim- 
othy.. No, the Bible is not for ornament, 


beautiful as it is; not like any other book, . 


which may be laid down or taken up just 
as you may happen to feel like it, but it 
is a lamp and a light. Let’s not forget 
that we need the light that the Bible gives 
to show us how to make the next step, 
and where to go in our daily duty. Oh, 
how sadly some of us have neglected 
this lamp which is a light! Let us not do 
so any more. Let us ask God now to 
give a new sense of our need of this Book, 
and to teach us how to use it. Let us pray. 





THY WORD 
A LANE. FOR YOU 
USE IT! 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“More about Jesus.” 

“Wonderful words of life.’’ 

“Standing on the promises,” 

“QO how love I thy law.” 

“Go to the deeps of God’s promise.” 

“IT am standing on the Word of God.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 

entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) : 


“Upon Thy Precepts” (239 : 1-3). 


Psalm 119 : 9-15 
“Thy Word and Works” (248 : 1-3). 


" Psalm 119 : 89-96. 
“I Love Thy Law” (37: 1-3). Psalm 19: 7-14. 
“Thou Hast Made Me Hope” (251 : 1-3). 


Psalm 119 : 97-104. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: To know Him, 
Discussion: Draw the spiritual paral- 


lels to the material objects to which 
Jesus likens himself. 


Objective: To follow Him. 


SAY: fellows, the best use you will ever _ 


make-—of your Bible will be as a 

means to know Jesus. Knowing Jesus 
will bring to you everything that can be 
wisely desired in life. Paul wrote the 
Philippians that he counted “all things 
but loss for the excellency of the knowl- 
edge of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:8), which 
simply means there is nothing in the world 
that is too good to exchange for the priv- 
ilege of knowing Jesus.- Surely the Bible 
is the God-given revelation of Jesus. 
_ Have you a Bible, fellows? One that 
is all your own? Every fellow can have 
a Bible. For the price of a movie ticket 
you can buy a Bible. Job said, “I have 
esteemed the: words of his mouth more 
than -‘my necessary food” (Job 23:12). 
But I would not buy a cheap Bible if I 
could afford to have a well-bound, clearly 
printed book—one that looks good and 
feels good. A carpenter who has any 
respect for his work would never think 
of buying his hammer and chisel at the 
ten cent store. Rather, he takes pride 
in owning high grade tools. But have 
a cheap Bible rather than none at all, for 
the Word of God is just as ‘truly con- 
tained in the low priced book if it is the 
Bible. 

Let me show you, fellows, how your 
Bible helps you to know Jesus. In ad- 
dition to the Old Testament prophecies 
of his coming, and description of his 
character and mission, the N®tw Testa- 
ment tells of his actual coming and many 
of the things he said and did, in fulfill- 
ment of those prophecies and descriptions ; 
also all through the Bible Jesus is likened 
to various objects, forces, plants, animals 
(lion and lamb), names, and values that 
enable us to better understand and to 
know him. There are about forty-five 
such figures of speech in the Bible relat- 
ing to Jesus, and each one gives its own 
illuminating angle to the character and 
work of our wonderful Christ. 

Let’s take just four of these, for ex- 
ample: Life, Bread, Way, and Truth. 

That thing we prize above all others 


noe me 
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Lesson for January 16 
Deuteronomy 6: 4-9; a Timothy 3: 14-17 


is life. Thinking of it physically, it is 
our being, it is health, strength, work, 
play — it is breathing the fresh morning 
air into a body without pain. We never 
realize what a priceless boon it is until 

i or age begins to take it 
away from us. Spiritually it is satisfac- 
tion crowned with joy. Our Bible shows 
us that Jesus is the Life (John 1:4; 10: 
10; 14:6; 1 John 5: 11,12). He not only 
gave us our physical life, but he has pro- 
vided for its health; and he has arranged 
for our eternal life. Thus, Jesus is at 
the very start all to you and me that life 
can mean or be, — forever. 

Having life, our next concern is that it 
may be maintained in growth, health, and 
vigor. The very object of life is to live 
and grow. To live and grow, life must 
be nourished. Jesus says to us in our 
Bible, “I am the bread of life’ (John 
6:35). Fellows, you know what you do 
with bread: you eat it. You might have 
bread in your hand, but you would starve 
to death if you failed to eat it. So with 
Jesus. He is in your home; your mother 
loves ‘him; but you will die if you fail 
to appropriate him to yourself. And 
how do you eat this Bread of Life? Why, 
by believing on Jesus, and, in his strength, 
doing what he commands (1 John 5: 1-5). 

Possessing life, and having nourishment 
to maintain it and grow, our next con- 
cern is to do something or go somewhere. 
A crawling babe may be content to stay 
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indoors, but whenever baby learns to walk 
there’s a runaway down the street. Any 
vigorous, healthy, nourished being wants 
to travel, which of course calls for a way, 
a road, a guide, direction. Jesus tells us 


\m-our Bible, “I am the way.” To 


the way you must travel it. You will 
never reach the desired end of the way 
by sitting on the side of the road and 
watching other travelers or listening to 
their stories. The only thing to do is 
to. get in the road yourself and start. 
Jesus says, “Follow me,” which simply 
means to study his example and copy it 
in your own life. Thus our Bible shows 
Jesus to us as the Way. 

With life and nourishment and finding 
ourselves on the Road, one very impor- 
tant thing to us is the truth—not only 
that we shall know it for ourselves, but 
that we shall pass it on to others, clear 
and sweet and unmixed with human error. 
We proceed with confidence if we possess 
the truth. Jesus says to us in our Bible, 
“I’ am the truth.” Keeping our eyes 
fixed upon him-we shall: make no mis- 
steps in the way. Many travelers, with 
life and vigor, having started in the Way, 
turn their eyes upon men—smart men, 
so-called scientific men, men of large 
brains and startling achievements — and 
a mist seems to settle between them and 
Jesus, so that they lose sight of him. 
Next thing they are actually denying his 
claims, And Jesus can do no mighty 
works in them or through them because 
of their unbelief (Matt. 13: 58). 

So, fellows, by these one-word sketches 
that Jesus makes of himself in our Bible 
we learn to know him, whom to know 
aright is life eternal. I offer you this 
as a good way to use your Bible daily. 
Spend at least a few minutes each morn- 
ing finding pictures of Jesus on the pages 
of your Bible. Get one picture each day 
during the next six weeks. Make a note 
of it and think upon it—thus look at 
Jesus —and I guarantee you will make 
some very interesting and happy discov- 
eries. Better still, you will be better ac- 
quainted with your Lord, which means 
you will love him more. The more you 
know about Jesus, the more you will love 
him; and the better you can serve him and 
your generation. 

Greensporo, N, C, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


HE lesson for this week might be 

called “The Bible and the Children,” 
and ought to be a great lesson. Read 
both passages to the class. In the first, 
Deuteronomy 6: 4-9, we see Moses when 
an old man having a last, long talk with 
the people whom he loved so well. In 
this talk Moses tells the people first to 
love the Lord with all the heart, and to 
keep his word. Then he tells them to 
teach God’s Word to the children, 

The other passage, 2 Timothy 3: 14-17, 
is a part of the-last letter of another old 
man, written many, many years after 
Moses gave the Law to his people. This 
letter was-written by Paul, the great 
missionary preacher, while in prison, to 
Timothy, a young man who had been his 
helper in preaching the Gospel. 

Paul reminded Timothy of his faith in 
God which had been taught him by his 
mother and grandmother. They had also 
taught him the Word of God, just as 
Moses had told them to do.. Perhaps 
Paul’s letter made Timothy think of the 
time when his mother and grandmother 
had taught him the Ten Commandments, 
the songs of his people, and the wonder- 
ful stories from the Word of God. When 
he was old enough to go to the synagogue 
school, he learned to read these same 
stories from the great Scripture rolls. 
On the Sabbath he would hear the same 
stories read again by the rabbi, or syna- 
gogue teacher. 

By the time Timothy grew to be a man 
he knew a great deal of God’s Word. 
He knew the law, the stories of long ago, 
the songs that David had written and 
taught the people to sing, and he knew 
the great promises that the prophets had 
given them of a Coming One who should 
save his people from their sins. 

One day Timothy heard Paul preach 
about Jesus, and he knew that this was 


‘some suggestions that will help them find 





the One of whom he had learned in the 
Word of God, Timothy believed and 
was saved and happy. 

After this Timothy went with Paul 
from city to city, telling people about 
Jesus, and while the great missionary was 
in prison the young man had cared for 
his beloved churches. Now the old man 
was near the end of life’s journey, and 
in this last letter to Timothy he re- 
minded him how much God’s Word, 
learned when a child, was worth to him. 

So we see that among the last things 
both of these truly wise men thought of 
was the importance of learning God’s 
Word while we are children. 

Before closing the lesson, have a prac- 
tical, personal talk with the children about 
the habit of daily Bible reading as soon as 
they have learned to read well enough. Tell 
them they can store it up. in their hearts 
by loving it and memorizing it. When 
they leave the class, try to have these 
thoughts very deeply fixed in their minds: 
The Bible stands alone as a book, it is 
not merely a good book —it is the Book, 
the Word of God, “able to make thee 
wise unto salvation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus.” 

Sing “Wonderful Words of Life.” 

CiintTon, S. C, 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
How should a girl be taught to read 
her Bible? 
1. Intelligently. 2. Persistently. 3. In- 
dependently. 4. In complete passages. 
5. In several versions. 6. Obediently. 











OW many of your girls read their 

Bibles of their own choice? How 
many enjoy such reading? Ask for en- 
tirely frank answers to these questions — 
and do not be shocked, at least in manner, 
at their replies. Have you ever tried to 
help them find the way to read with en- 
joyment this Book? There are some very 
real difficulties in the path toward that 
goal for young readers — unusual forms 
of printing, antiquated English, lack of 
background knowledge of its component 
parts and the continuity of its history 
and subject, and the lack of definite pur- 
pose in reading it beyond a vague idea 
that it is a way to “be good.” Here are 


genuine interest and pleasure, which will 
mean profit, in Bible reading. 

1. Inform your girls as to the make-up 
of this complex Book of sixty-six booksy 
the place and relation of each one (as it 
becomes the material for their lessons) to 
the continuity of the whole. Help them 
keep this historical continuity in mind as 
they read, that they may get the light 
of its larger context upon special points 
or passages. Include the geography and 
customs that lie behind the incidents, that 
they may “see” the vivid drama of its 
narrative as they read. Help them ac- 
auire a true historical imagination for 
this Book. 


2. Encourage them to keep persistently 
at such background knowledge, knowing 
that every bit adds to their general in- 
telligence about this Book. Have the 
same story or passage read over and over, 
even to the point of almost -memorizing 
it. Words that at first were meaningless 
will reveal their meaning and cennection 
after they become perfectly familiar. Im- 
plied conditions and facts spring out from 
between the lines that are never glimpsed 
in one hurried reading.. One famous 
preacher says he never tries to preach 
from any book in the Bible until he has 
recently read that book at least forty 
times. Tell your girls that. 


3. Insist that your girls can “get some- 
thing” out of such Bible reading for 
themselves; that they need not depend 
upon the teacher or the preacher to “tell 
them what it means,” though of course 
the mature reader can enlarge their ap- 
preciation and understanding. Many oth- 
erwise intelligent people seem to think 
that the Bible is a sort of magical book 
of mysteries that none but those who spe- 
cialize in such reading can: grasp. “He 
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4. Read enough at one time to catch the 
general situation and drift of the setting 
for the passage at issue. Whole stories 
from the histories or biographies, whole 
thought-units from the letters or poems 
reveal their real beauty and meaning as 
no scraps (“verses”) can ever do. Some- 
times it takes the whole book to bring the 
full light upon the desired passage. 


5. Be willing to read more than one 
version — unless you can read the orig- 
inal languages— for comparison as to 
exact meaning of difficult sentences or 
paragraphs. The King James Version is 
not the Bible, beautiful as it iss Remem- 
ber it was “authorized” only by this same 
King James. 


6. Not least, if last, help your girls to 
realize that only those who come to wor- 
ship ever find the heart of this revelation 
from God. They must come to this Book 
as God’s Book and obey what there he 
says to them if they want to grow in 
power to grasp its deepest meanings. Are 
they today doing what now they know is 
therein taught them to do? Close by 
reading James 1:22 together. 


Home Study 
Memorize Psalm 119: 9-11, 16, 18, 93, 
97, 105, 127, 128, 130. 
Decatur, GA. 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of January 9) 


1. 1 John 2:6, one of last lesson’s passages, 
bids those who claim allegiance to Jesus 
Christ to “walk even as he walked.” So 
whatever we find to have been the standards 
of Jesus’ life we must accept as our stand- 
ards of living the Christion life, 

2. It is not the way of salvation, but rather 
“the way of the saved.” 


3. With the motive of Christian conduct, 
the true love that must be the secret spring 
of all true Christian conduct. 


4. Love (Jas. 2:8). 

5. By having the love of God shed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. 

6. Read John 13:34, 35 carefully together 
with John 14: 21, 23, 24; 15 : 13 

7. By giving good measure ourselves. 


8 Dr. Torrey has suggested that, inasmuch 
as we are given the pattern of the Father in 
Heaven who does not always do thus when 
he answers petitions, it follows that we are 
not required to give in every instance the 
exact thing asked for. 


9. Between the love we should have and 
the love which sinners have. Between the 
good deeds we should do and those which 
sinners do. Between the kindness which 
sinners show and that which we should show. 


1o. The standard of Him whose kindness is 
not limited to those who are thankful and 
obedient. 


11. Personal. 


12. These verses in Luke (6:29, 30) teach 
plainly that there are many things a Chris- 
tian will not do, many things he will suffer, 
for his very enemies’ sake. Similar words re- 
corded by Matthew tell us the same thing. 

13. Either complete co-operation with our 
fellows, or complete self-forgetfulness, the 
one positive, the other negative manifesta- 
tion of Christian love, sum up Jesus’ love of 
living with our fellow men. 

14. No, not as the world calls ideals prac- 
tical. 

1s. 1 Corinthians 2:5, 14 

16, Matthew 5 : 44. 








Children at Home 





Just Dogs 
By E. Ryerson Young 


NE day Colman was asked by the 

village physician to rush some medi- 
cine to a very sick settler. The man was 
one of Colman’s most consistent helpers. 
His kitchen was always open to Colman 
whenever he wished to have a service 
there. He was also one of the most ag- 
gressive of the settlers and most success- 
ful in raising meat for the camps. It 
meant much to the men of these camps 
to get a bit of fresh beef or fresh pork 
or mutton. But it was no small task for 





who runs can read” this Book, Just try it. 


the settlers to grow such things. Bears 
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and wolves, wildcats and Huskie dogs 
like calves and lambs and squealing pork- 
ers. Bears will climb any pigpen that 
is not covered to get a piglet, and at any 
hour of the night. To get a lamb even 
a wolf. will sometimes forget its cunning 
and go to a settler’s door. 
Jenkiis had defied them all and had suc- 
cessfully guarded his stock against all 
comers, and furnished excellent meat to 
the neighboring camps... While he was 
well and about, Colman knew that all 
would be right. When he heard that Sam 
was sick, he feared for him and all that 
he had. So he was glad to rush medi- 
cine to him to get him on his feet. 

As he was riding swiftly along the 
road that skirted a hill above the Jen- 
kins’ clearing, to his dismay he saw that 
Sam’s sheep had been let out in the snow. 
Perhaps they had been shut in for a long 
time and Sam had ordered them out for 
their health’s sake, with his wife and 
daughter on guard. But where were the 
guards? 

Colman saw none. As his sharp eyes 
flashed around, he saw something else. 
He took out his field glasses and, sure 
enough, there was a wolf, skulking along 
the border of the woods, seeking a good 
point from which to dash at the sheep. 
It was no good to shout. He was too 
far away. He could not get there to help. 
Perhaps if he unloosed a dog, he would 
get near enough to divert the wolf be- 
fore he destroyed any sheep.. Colman 
stopped his train. He could not think 
of sparing Jack or Shep; and Nancy, 
fat-legged Nancy, would be too slow and 
too heavy to struggle through the snow. 
So he unharnessed Dane and pointed the 
wolf out to him. Dane saw the wolf and 
piunged down the bank. But Colman 
feared that he was sending Dane to his 
death in a fight with that wolf. His 
conscience and mind worked quickly. He 
loosed Shep and sent him -after Dane. 
Down the bank sprang Shep and fol- 
lowed hard after Dane. Colman fastened 
Jack back beside Nancy and hurried along 
the trail as fast as he could. 

As soon as he was out of the woods, 
Dane gave a challenging bark. The wolf 
looked up and saw the dog, but he was 
not going to lose his sheep for one dog. 
However, the dog’s bark had excellent 
effect upon the sheep and had sent them 


‘flying for the barn. Dane plunged and 


struggled through the snow where it was 
ceep and soft. Then, when the surface 
was harder and held him,-he flew straight’ 
for the wolf. The big, wicked wolf 
turned, ready, taut, and rested, to meet 
the brave’ dog. With a roar Dane was 
upon him, but the wolf was not where 
Dane expected to find him, and when he 
came to a halt in the snow, Dane had a 
terrible slashing cut down his left shoul- 
der, just missing his neck. But Dane 
could not be held back. Again he came 
upon the wolf, only to receive another 
slashing bite down his right shoulder. 
The third time Dane charged; the wolf 
got a bite in his hind legs that made 
him spin like a top. But, quick as he 
was, he was not quick enough to catch 
Shep, who was now there to help Dane. 

Clever and quick, however, as the two 
dogs were, they could not. get any grip 
upon that wary and active wolf. He 
seemed to be everywhere and to keep both 
of his antagonists before him, Dane 
would charge him and Shep was up to 
his nipping tricks, but the wolf seemed 
to be ready for them both. Backward 
and forward they went. Several times 
the dogs had the wolf upon its tail, so 
quick was the turn it had to make, but 
before the dogs could take any advantage 
of the wolf it’ was squarely upon -its 
feet again. Finally the dogs seemed to 
charge in together with Shep slightly in 
the lead. Almost in the air Shep turned 
and the wolf, trying to grasp him, ex- 
posed his neck to Dane. Dane seized that 
exposed neck in his terrible jaws, turned 
the wolf on its back and fairly smothered 
it in the snow. Shep was quickly on 
the other side of the wolf, and they had 
it pinned down when Colman rushed up, 
ax in hand... But a blow from his ax was 
not needed. The dogs had choked the 
wolf to death. 

Colman then hurried to the house of 
the sick settler. 


(Te be continued in next week’s issue) 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





January 23. How Can We Train for Serv- 
ice? Acts 18 : 24-28; Luke 9: 1-6, 10. 

January 30. How Show Loyalty to Our 
Church? Rom. 12: 3-13. (Denominational 
Day. Beginning Christian Endeavor 
Week.) 


Sunday, January 16 


How to Develop Our Devotional Lif 
(Psa. 40 : 1-8) : 





Mon.—By prayer (Luke 11 : 1-13). 

Tues.—By Bible-study (Psa. 119 ; 97-104). 

Wed.—By meditation (Psa. 1 : 1-6). 

Thurs.—By worship (Psa. 100: 1-5). 

Fri—By others’ experience (Acts 18 : 24- 
28). 

Sat.—By service (Acts 20 : 17-35). 
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What is worship? 

How does the devotional life supply strong 
motives ? 

What hinders spiritual development? 


Bot O little girls were saying their 
prayers together one night. At the 
close, one jumped right up on her feet, 
but the other knelt quietly by the bed. 

“What were you waiting for, sister?” 
asked the one child as the other finally 
arose, 

“IT was listening for God to answer,” 
said her sister. “Don’t you remember 
that our Sunday-school teacher said we 
mustn’t hurry over our prayers? She 
said that it was like the little boy that 
knocked at her door once, and then ran 
away before she could open it. So now 
I always wait to see if God wants to say 
anything to me.” 

Do we need to learn, as did this little 
child, always to wait, as we pray, for 
God’s word to us? 

ye 


Our devotional life may be divided for 
convenience of thought into two parts, — 
prayer and Bible reading. Yet these two 
are so combined and intertwined that the 
Christian will find them well-nigh insep- 
arable, for Bible reading will lend pur- 
pose and point and power to prayer-life, 
and prayer-life will illumine Bible read- 
ing. 

The Rev. W. Graham Scroggie, in his 
book “Method in Prayer,’ further sub- 
divides prayer into five parts, — adoration, 
confession, petition, intercession, and 
thanksgiving. 

The order is significant. Nothing so 
brings us into the very presence of God 
as to meditate upon his goodness, his holi- 
ness, his love and mercy, and his marvel- 
ous grace. We see how necessary his 
Word is if we are truly to meditate upon 
and adore him, for his Word is the only 
true picture we have of God. It gives 
us the only reliable knowledge we may 
have of his attributes, 

As we meditate upon God, confession 
must follow, for we cannot come into his 
presence without being aware of our own 
unworthiness and our own sin, Just as 
Daniel and Isaiah and John fell upon their 
faces before the living and _ glorified 
Christ, realizing above all else their own 
undone and unworthy condition, so we, as 
we think of his holiness, will want to 
confess to him our shortcomings and our 
sins, in order that we might be cleansed 
and forgiven. 

With the vision of our own need -and 
unworthiness will. come, of course, our 
petitions for strength, for wisdom, for 
guidance, and immediately~ we will think 
of others, and their needs, and so inter- 
cessory prayer will follow our personal 
petitions. 

But we will have missed a part of the 
blessing in our devotions, if we rise from 
our knees without thanksgiving to God, 
not only for what he has done, but for 
what he is doing in answer to our prayers, 
and for what he is going to do. Herein 
is our appropriation in prayer. 


How then does the devotional life sup- 








ply strong motives? Simply by substitut- 
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Lesson for January 16 
Deuteronomy 6: 4-9; 2 Timothy 3: 14-17 


ing for our own faulty motives, those of 
the living God. True devotion does not 
go to God for blessing on man’s plans, 
but rather goes to God for his plan and 
rises with the assurance that, with his 
plan and his strength, failure cannot come. 
With Paul we can truly say, “I can do 
all things through Christ which strength- 
eneth me” (Phil. 4: 13). 
we 

What then hinders spiritual develop- 
ment? - Anything that interrupts our fel- 
lowship with the Lord Jesus Christ, He 
himself has ‘given us the true picture 
of the only way ‘in which the Christian 
can grow. Read the fifteenth chapter of 
John and link with it Galatians 5: 22. 
Growth will be just as natural as is the 
growth of a branch. So long as the 
branch is part of the vine and is con- 
stantly receiving’ nourishment from the 
vine it cannot help growing and bearing 
fruit. If we abide in Christ, if we per- 
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When You Think 
of Atlantic City 


for that winter outing of yours for 
rest and refreshing in a milder cli- 
mate 


Think of 
The Glaslyn-Chatham 


as your hotel. Several reasons why 
are given in a descriptive picture 
leafiet which will be sent you upon 
request. 

THE GLASLYN-CHATHAM 


Nathan L. Jones, Proprietor 























A Whole Year for $1.00! 
mre ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘There is 
no other I like as well.”” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


When answering advertisemen: please 
mention The Sunday School oad 
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mit nothing to interrupt our fellowship 
with him, we cannot help growing. 


Shall we not begin now the exercise of 
our. devotional life by a daily morning 
watch? It will mean sacrifice of time, of 
strength and of self, but it will also mean 
life and power in wer service of our Lord, 


How much time do I give to prayer and 
Bible reading? 


Can .I truthfully say that my devotional 
life is growing? 
What are some of the things that hinder 
my spiritual development? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Will You Join the S. S. T. 
Radio Class? 


ON TUESDAY evenings at 7.30 
o'clock The Sunday School Times 
broadcasts the teaching of the Interna- 
tional Uniform Sunday School Lessons 
for the First Quarter of. 1927. The les- 
son is being taught each week (D. V.). by 
the Editor, Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. 


The lessons. are given from broadcast- 


ing Station WRAX, wave length 268 
meters, 500 watts, Of Berachah Church, 
1608: West. Allegheny Ave., Philadelphia. 

Letters or post cards from those lis- 
tening in are cordially invited, to be ad- 
dressed to Radio Class, The Sunday 
School: Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia. 

All who would like to be enrolled as 
members of The Sunday School Times 
Radio Bible Class are asked to send name 
and address to the Times, indicating 
whether Mr., Mrs., or Miss, and request- 
ing enrollment. To all such the Editor 
will be glad to send’ a numbered Certifi- 
cate of Membership, containing the Radio 
Class Scripture passage and list of les- 
sons for the Quarter. 

Will you join with others in prayer 
that God may mightily bless all the work 
of this station, and that the Editor may 
be strengthened and equipped, both physi- 
cally and spiritually, for this ministry, 
that the riches of God’s Word may be 
opened up to many by the Holy Spirit? 


Wade C, Smith’s Speaking 
Engagements 


EADERS and friends. of The Sun- 

day School Times will doubtless be 
glad to know of the speaking engage- 
ments of the Rev. Wade C. Smith, the 
talented originator of the “Little Jetts,” 
and the writer of the lesson column for 
boys, “Say, Fellows—,’ published each 
week in the Times. 

Some time ago, Mr. Smith was led to 
give up his pastorate in order to devote 
himself entirely to the many demands for 
his services in training personal workers. 
His ministry. in this latter field has been 
markedly blessed, and for some time he 
has been filling engagements of from 
eight to ten days or longer in evangelical 
churches throughout the country. Two 
evenings of his stay are usually devoted 
to crayon sermons, using the Little Jetts 
such as appear in the Times. 

Mr. Smith may be addressed at his 
home, 303 Hendrix Street, Greensboro, 
N. C., or care of any of the churches 
mentioned. in the following list. 

Houston, Tex., January 2-12.—Second Pres- 
bytetian. Church. 

Fort Worth, Tex., January 13-21.—Broad- 
way Presbyterian Church. 

Miami, Fla., January 23-30.—Westminster 
Presbyterian Church. 

St. Louis,» Mo., February 6-13.—Central 
Presbyterian Church. 


Chattanooga, Tenn., February 15-22.—Mc- 
Callies School. 


Sweetwater, Tenn., February 24-27.—T. M. I. 
Sweetwater, Tenn., February 27 to March 6. 


‘—First Presbyterian ‘Church. 


Spartanburg, S. C., March 9-17.—First Pres- 
byterian Church. 


Mobile, Ala., March 27 to April 3.—Central 
Presbyterian Church. 

Anniston, Ala., April 1¢-17.—First Presby- 
terian Church. 


Salisbury, N. C., April 20 te May 1.—First 
Presbyterian Church. 





This telegram will 


W 





reserve a room on the 


S. 5S. DORIC 


Some acecminédations are still available 
for The Sunday School Times Tour to the 


Mediterranean, Holy 


Land; and Europe 


All over America today: happy members of The Sunday School Times family 
are making preparations to sail from New York on January 22 on the S. S. 


Doric of the White Star Line. 
day or send the coupon below. 


If you are not one of them, telegraph us to- 


Our limited membership is not yet quite. full. Ample time remains in which 
to get passports and make all arrangements. Mr.Boring will assist you in every way. 


Winter is here now—and spring seems far away indeed. B 


cer yourself 


ut you need not’con- 


about the wintry blasts’if you telegraph us today. Soon after we 
leave New Y. 


ork our giant transatlantic liner will be in the warm, calm waters 
of the Gulf Stream and you. will 


see no more of winter for another year. 


Along our route the birds are singing, the flowers are in bloom, and there is 
health and happiness under the southern sun. 


Do you feel tired? Has your step the spring and vigor that means so much 
to your happiness? Try a winter holiday just once. 





Itinerary 


New York, Ma- 
deira, Spain, Gib- 
raltar, Algiers, 
Tunis, Malta, 
Egypt, Palestine, 
Smyrna, Con- 
atantinople, 
Greece, Sicily, 
Italy, Monaco, 
France, England. 





.tefreshed in mind and 








——— 


Come with us to the Mediterranean, the Holy Land, and Europe. On 
board ship you will sleep the dreemless sleep of and awake 
ed int ve if Your companions will be “* your kind of 
people” and in. their cmetey you will find friendship that will not per- 
mit an hour's loneliness. ou will visit countries rich in the history of 
axt gg ot and in the Holy Land yow will find the supreme in- 
spiration of your Christian life as you walk’ the ground the Saviour 
trod. 1900 years ago. 


James Boring’s Travel Service, Inc., has solved-every travel problem. 
It is as simple as going to a Sunday-school picnic to come with us for 
the trip of a.lifetime. Mr. ing personally will accompany us. 

Telegraph him today—now. The cost is not high. By chartering an 
entire ship prices have been toa minimum. If you wish you 
may be back in New York: within 60 days. And the returns; in healt 


h 
pape = aoqenny will be far greater than can be computed 


Telegraph Today or Send the Coupon 


If you live far from New York: tele- 
graph today collect. Mr. Boring im- 
mediately will communicate with you 
and give you full details. 


If you live near New York send 
the coupon. But you must hurry. 


Only a few memberships. remain 
unsold. We want you to have one 


of them. 


Telegraph or send the coupon. now. 
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YOUR WORK 
BY USING 


Simplif y COMMON SENSE 


REVELL’S 


Treasurer’s 


Records ‘23 


Accounts Always Audited and Correct 


Revell’s ChurchTreasurers’ Record 
Concise—Systematic—Simple—‘Time Saving 
WEEKLY—ENVELOPE SYSTEM 
SELF-PROVING 

























No.1. For in one year $2.50 
No.2. For in one year 3.00 
No. 2A. For 1430 in one year 3.50 





No. 2B. For 1778 in one year 3.75 
No. 2C, For ng in one year 4.50 


The Most Simple and Time Saving 


, FOR ARY 
Revell’s S. S. Record FOX SECRETARY 


By FRANK H. HEAD 
For 27 Classes, $1.50; 65 Classes, $2.00 
Revell’s S. S. Class Books "%, FRANK 


Each 20c. Per doz. $2.40 


Nothing more simple, giving a perfect record 
of entire school, has ever Scan Seed, 


SPECIAL OFFER 4 retymable copy of these 
rds will be sent, he 
for examination. Cat member of pene «I an = 


FLEMING H, REVELL COMPANY 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York 17 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago 


———— 


“Summer Bible School 


Convention-Conference” 


January 27th & 28th, 1927 


Opening Session—1:30 Thursday, 
January 27th, 1927 
att iarsdes’ Erosing’ Mest ‘helsing edna 
Friday and Saturday weal, <a Vadepane : 
y morning. 




















Registration Fee $1.00 
“ i . This 
Las your's conlemapen wasp tenieed by all 
Speakers who know —will talk on i nt sub- 


jects connected with ‘“The Summer Bible School 
work. 


A fine musical programme will run throughout 
the entire conference. 
MAKE APPLICATION AT ONCE 


ined from each ch 
asx dehetpten oxseripined each church, 
DR. A. L. LATHEM, Third Presby. Church, 
434 E. Broad St., Chester, Penna. 

















—— ae = a ny 
NEW TESTAMENT GREEK 


Prepare by Home Study to interpret and 
teach the New Testament, and understand 
the interpretations of others. A working 
knowledge of the Greek New Testament is 
obtainable by our method of instruction. 

Courses in Theology, Religious Educa- 
tion, Art of Preaching Without Notes, 
Sociology, Child Welfare, Child Psychol- 
ogy, Rhetoric, Short Story Writing, Ar- 
gumentation, Bible, Philosophy, History, 
and in 50 other subjects are given by 
correspondence. 

Enroll any time, Degrees granted. Catalogue free 


POTOMAC UNIVERSITY 


22nd Year. Dept.6. Washington, D. C. 




























PARISH PAPERS 
Any yo 





school or class‘can 
by using our 
pa 





Our plan provides a paper for your 
church without cost to you. f¢° 
The National Religious Press 

8.38. T. Grand Mich. 





ing months. 


‘ortable in winter i 
spendied ct patched, will very welcome. Packages 





Rev. W. J. DAVIS, Ozark, Franklin Co., Ark. 
Better Ministerial Preparation 


leads to promotion. Stady at home. Best books. 
Course leads to sradpats - Announcements. Write 
Prof. C. J. BURTON, Bible University, Eugene, Ore. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

inn on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Three and One-Half Notable Years 


HESE years upon which we are now 

entering have a double significance. 
They are not only the nineteen hundredth 
anniversary years of Christ’s earthly min- 
istry, but they are also the closing three 
and one-half years of the Church’s nine- 
teen centuries of history. In other words, 
if Christ delays his coming, the Church 
has only this short period to finish its 
divinely-commanded task of preaching 


the Gospel to “every creature,” if that |* 


task is to be finished during these nine- 
teen centuries, Can it be done? Let the 
Head of the Church answer: “With 
God all things are possible.” “And noth- 
ing shall be impossible wnto you.” 
“Greater works than these shall he do.” 
“According to your faith.” It can be 
done. Shall we not plead “on covenant 
round” that it shall be done? At every 
amily altar let our impassioned cry be: 
“O send out thy light and thy truth’; 
which is the Word of the living God. 
Pray “that the word of the Lord may 
have free course, and be glorified” in the 
salvation of multitudes of souls. 


January 10 to 16 


Mon.—2 Timothy 3 : 14-17. 
Teaching the Bible to Children. 


Nothing so permanently influences 
character for righteousness as a child- 
hood knowledge of the holy Scriptures. 
A certain community in the South was 
entirely changed some years ago through 
the distribution of John’s Gospel among 
the school children. i 
could be changed. Today’s childhood will 
be tomorrow’s manhood. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
School Bag Gospel League of New York 
City, which is doing such a splendid work 
among the school children. Pray for all 
juvenile Gospel societies, and for every 
agency endeavoring to promote systematic 
Bible study in the home. Do you pray 
daily for your children by name? 
Tues.—Acts 8 : 29-38 _ 

The Bible in Personal Work. 


The writer has seen evangelistic meet- 
ings where personal workers’ Bibles were 
scarcely at all in evidence, and the re- 
sults were pitiful. The Bible is the soul- 
winner’s one indispensable handbook. If 
“prayer in the Spirit” and the “sword of 
the Spirit” will not convict, what else 
will? 

Prayer Succestions: Is there a per- 
sonal workers’ prayer band or Bible study 
class in your church? Are the teachers 
in your Sunday-school soul-winners? Are 
your pastor and Sunday-school superin- 
tendent on fire for souls? Likewise every 
member? Something to pray about — 
EARNESTLY! 


Wed.—Nehemiah 8 : 1-8. 
Bible Reading in Public 


“All gathered together as one man” (v. 
1). All heard “that could hear with 
understanding” (v. 2). “All were atten- 
tive” (v. 3). All reverently “stood up” 
(v. 5). All answered, “Amen, Amen,” 
“and worshipped” (v. 6). And why? See 
verses 7 and 8 Anything like it these 
days? 

Prayer. Succestions: It ts said of 
George Whitefield and Charles G. Finney 
that their public reading of the Scriptures 
was oftentimes so charged with the pres- 
ence and power of the Holy Spirit that 
men and wemen by scores would fall 
under conviction. Shall we not pray for 
the soon return of those days of revival 
power and blessing? 

Thurs.—2 Kings 22 : 10-20. 
The Bible and Conviction. 

The Bible convicts of sin. Why? Be- 
cause “by the law is the knowledge of 
sin”. (Rom. 3:20). Yet some Christians 
say that the law is out of date, whereas 


America likewise |: 





it is, “our schoolmaster to bring us unto | 


Christ” (Gal. 3:24), that in him, not 
in the law, we might have life (John 
5:40). ~(See also Heb. 4: 12.) 


Prayer Succestions : Pray for a fresh 
enduement of power upon the American 
Bible Society and upon all Bible houses, 
and that the day may soon come when 
their output of the Scriptures will be enor- 
mously multiplied. Every man and wo- 
man and boy and girl is divinely entitled 
to know of his or her redemption. 


Fri—Luke 4:1-15. The Bible and Temptation, 


Jesus wore a coat of mail that the 
Devil was utterly unable to pierce at any 
point (see Heb. 4:15). Was it because, 
on the human side, he, too, knew the 
Scriptures “from childhood”? (See Luke 
2:40-52.) Thrice he was instantly ready 
with “It is written”! Ah, the shattering 
force of that defensive and offensive 
weapon ! 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Pocket Testament League, the Scripture 
Gift Mission, the. Gideons, the Bible 
House of Los Angeles, the Bible Institute 
Colportage Association (Chicago), and 
for all similar agencies. Pray for* the 
distribution of the Scriptures in jails and 
hospitals, in schools and colleges, on rail- 
qway-trains and in all publtc places. 


Sat.—Matthew 7 : 24-29. 
The Bible and Character Building. 


In the one case, “heareth . . . and 
doeth”; in the other case, “heareth ... 
and dceth not.” In both cases, “hear- 
eth.’ Therefore, take heed how ye hear. 
If the hearing is not “mixed with faith,” 
there will be no doing. And the hearing 
must be “these sayings of mine,” not the 
opinions of men. : 








(Lesson for Jan. 16) JANUARY 1, 1927 


Prayer Succestions: Crime is cost- — 


ing America three thousand cents’ per 
capita. A Gospel of John in the hands 
of every American would cost about two 
cents per capita, and would probably ‘cut 
the crime bill in half. Is it too much te 
ask of God that one hundred_ million 
copies of this.Gospel be evenly distributed 
throughout the nation during the eventful 
years just ahead? 


Sun.—Psalm 119 : 9-16, ‘ 
The Cleansing Power of the Word. 


The Word cleanses when a “young 
man” takes heed; otherwise -it has no 
chance. But geaer in. the Spirit will 
drive the Word home to: unregenerated 
hearts and compel them to hear, and the 
Spirit will con “Give the Word a 
chance, and it will cleanse the heeding in- 
dividual spiritually, and the heeding na- 


tion morally. 


Praver SuGcestions: Pray Fad a re- 
turn of God’s Word to every family al- 
tar, every church, every Schoolroom, every 
college and . umversity, every business 
house, every public office, every. govern- 
mental chamber, and pray that its‘return 
may be watered with such a volume of 
prayer as this nation has never known, 
Thus multitudes will-be brought to Christ. 
and a few 
minutes’ thought 


A Postcard axis to 


Torrey’s Famous Vest-Pocxet HELp 


GIST OF LESSONS 2927 FREE 


jo DOWN the names (a postcard will do) of 12 or 
more Sunday School teachers or officers of your 
acquaintance, and we wil] send you_an introduc- 
tory copy of Torrey’s Gist of the (International) 
Lessons 1927, Absolutely free and postpaid. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK 
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‘‘Whatsoever Ye Do 
Do All to the Glory of God.’?—I Cor. 10:31 





well known by each of us. 


to be 


moment. 


work are even more so. 


Box S11 
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If each Christian would adopt the above verse as his or her 
watchword for the year 1927, what a change would be 
noted before the close of the year. How often we do things 
for our own glory or for our own advancement is only too 


To literally carry out the~thought of this passage would | £ 
mean to some that present occupation would need 
changed; to others it would mean a different 
standard of living ; to all of us it would mean a change of 
habits. Shall we not all keep in mind this admonition 
throughout the year in our daily routine, in our contact 
with others, in building for the future, and in the use of the 
funds which the Lord has entrusted to our care ? 


Perhaps in the phase last named we are as unmindful of 
this admonition as in any other single matter. 
lessly we fling our money about on some passing whim or 
something which appeals to our eye or our mind at the 
To properly provide for our family is to use our 
funds for the glory of the Lord Jesus and there are many 
other similar secular uses of funds which are likewise for 
His glory. Yet funds which are placed definitely in His 


While you are considering how to make your life and your 
funds count most for a cause of Christ upon earth during 
the year 1927, you should have before you for reference, 
complete information concerning the work of the Moody 
Bible Institute of Chicago and of the opportunity to place 
funds in this work either by an outright gift or through an 
annuity investment. Write for such information now while 
the matter is fresh in your mind to 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


153 Institute Place, 
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How care- 


Chicago, Illinois 
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